51 


ray 


len, 


~ 


x0d 
and 
lad 
Og 
de. 
pot 
the 


ria 





Che Sunday School Cimes 


Copyright, 1951, by The Sunday School Times Co. 
Act of March 3, 1879. 


Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post office at Philadelphia, Pa., under 
Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A 


Philadelphia, March 24, 1951 


Volume Ninety-three, No. 12 


$3.00 a year; in clubs, $2.50 
See page 267 





Lesson for April 8 in this issue 


Lesson 2.—The Beginnings of Sin. 
Genesis 3:1 to 5:5; 6:5 to 9:17. 





Notes on Open Letters: 


Satan’s Destiny 250 
Counsels for Young Pastors. VII. By W. 
Graham Scroggie, D.D. 251 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 
By Ernest Gordon 

Visitors in Your Women’s Class. By Alice 
M. Rohrer 254 

Cruising Along the Inside Passage to 
Alaska 254 

International Uniform Lesson 255-263 

The Golden Text in Song. By Robert 


Harkness 260 
C.E. Topic—God Works Through Peter. By 
John W. Lane, Jr 264 
The China Inland Mission’s New Plans 266 
With the New Books 266 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. 267 
ve 


. ‘ 
“This God Is Our God’ 
By Dorothy J. Langford 
Psalm 48:14 
HE God of grace, yea, of “all grace,’ 
is He. 
My need is great, and strong mine enemy; 
Around, within, is much to make me fall. 
I thank Thee, Lord, that Thou hast grace 
for all. 
The God of hope, a living hope, is He; 
He bids me look toward eternity; 
The “afterward” is sure, Christ’s coming 
near: 
So faith and hope and joy replace my 
fear. 


, 


The God of patience and of love is He, 

For only love can always patient be. 

How patient Jesus was in every test! 

My Lord, help me; Thy will is always 
best. 


The God of comfort and of peace is He — 

The peace that makes the burdened 
spirit free; 

While healing balm for every kind of 
woe , 

Out from His Father-heart doth ever 
flow. 


Father of mercies and God only wise, 
Thy name is greatest in Love’s sacri- 
fice. 
Thou art enough for Thy people today; 
This God is our God forever and aye. 
1 Pet. 5:10; Rom. 15:13, 5; 1 John 4:8; 2 
Cor. 1:3; Heb. 13:20; 2 Cor. 1:3; 1 Tim. 1:17. 


Tried by Fire 

Trouble seen in the light of human 
reason alone generally looks black and 
hopeless. But when it is viewed in the 
light of God’s Word, it may, like certain 
minerals under ultraviolet light, glow 
with light and colors that were not 
visible before. Few men have been able 
to extract so much good from severe 
trials as Samuel Rutherford, the Scots 
minister of the seventeenth century, who 
has helped multitudes of others by his 
inspiring letters. Writing to Alexander 
Gordon in 1637 he confessed: “I find 
it hard work to believe when the course 
of providence goeth crosswise to our 
faith, and when misted souls in a dark 
night cannot know east by west, and our 
sea compass seemeth to fail us. Every 
man is a believer in daylight; a fair 
day seemeth to be made all of faith and 
hope. What a trial of gold is it to smoke 
it a little above the fire, but to keep 
gold perfectly yellow-colored amidst the 
flames, and to be turned from vessel to 
vessel, and yet to cause our furnace to 
sound and speak and cry the praises of 
the Lord is another matter I know that 
my Lord made me not for fire, howbeit 
He hath fitted me in some measure for 
the fire. I bless His high Name that I 
wax not paler, neither have I lost the 
color of gold, and that His fire hath made 


aa 


me somewhat thin, and that my Lord 
may pour me into any vessel He 
pleaseth.” To another he wrote in the 
same year: “Think well of the visita- 
tion of your Lord, for I find one thing, 
which I saw not well before, that, when 
the saints are under trials and well hum- 
bled, little sins raise great cries and 
war-shouts in the conscience; and in pros- 
perity conscience is a pope to give dis- 
pensations, and let out and in, and give 
latitude and elbow-room to our heart. 
Oh, how little care we for pardon at 
Christ’s hand when we make dispensa- 
tions! And all is but bairns’ play till 
a cross without beget a heavier cross 
within, and then we play no longer with 
our idols. It is good still to be severe 
against ourselves, for we but transform 
God’s mercy into an idol, and an idol 
that hath a dispensation to give for the 
turning of the grace of God into wanton- 
ness. Happy are they who take up God, 
wrath, justice, and sin as they are in 
themselves . But God be thanked that 
salvation is not rolled upon our wheels.” 
When we see trials as part of God’s 
training of us, rather than as mere 
things which have all gone wrong, they 
are much easier to bear. It is faith 
“tried with fire” that will “be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the ap- 
pearing of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7). 


% 


|. Salvation — and Yieldedness 


The first of a series of editorials by Dr. W. Graham Scroggie on “Things 
That Matter Most.” 


ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 


4 | YHE Christian life begins at the foot 
of the cross and by the empty grave. 
Salvation is not an evolution out 

of badness into goodness, but the im- 

partation, sovereignly and graciously, of 

life divine and eternal. Differences of 
race, color, station, culture, religion, and 
means make no difference here. “All 
have sinned, and come short of the glory 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever” (Psa. 
73:26). 




















of God,” and the way of salvation for 
the cultured Nicodemus, the harlot of 
Samaria, the religious Saul, the crafty 
taxgatherer, the rich ruler, and the dy- 
ing thief, was one and the same. Con- 
sciousness of sin, repentance for sin, 
confession of sin, renunciation of sin, 
and a simple, grateful, whole-hearted 
acknowledgment and acceptance of the 
redeeming Christ are the moral elements 
in the saving experience. “He that hath 
the Son hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life.” Eternal 
life is not a product of reformation, but 
the proof and expression of regenera- 
tion: it is not doing all one can, but 
trusting all that God has done. “As 
many as received him, to them gave he 
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power [right] to become the sons [chil- 
dren] of God, «ven to them that believe 
on his name.” Now no one can have this 
life without knowing it, any more than 
one can live without knowing it, or love 
without knowing it. 
’Tis a point I long to know, 
Often causes anxious thought, 
Do I love the Lord, or no? 
Am I His, or am I not? 

is a sentiment far removed from the joy- 
ful assurance of the New Testament. Its 
language is, “We know that we have 
passed from death unto life,” “We know 
that we dwell in him, and he in us,” 
“We know that we are of God,” “Ye may 
know that ye have eternal life,” “I know 
whom I have believed.” It is not pre- 
sumptuous for us to be sure when God 
makes it possible for us to be sure. The 
Christian has every right to sing: 

My God I am Thine, 

divine, 

What a blessing to know that the Saviour 

is mine; 

In the Heavenly Lamb thrice happy I am, 

And my soul it doth dance at the sound 

of His Name. 

Many profess to be Christians who 
have no ground for their confidence, be- 
cause they have never been born again. 
The Christian is a divine creation, and 
not just a well-meaning person, or a 
person religiously inclined. “If any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature; old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.” Having Chris- 
tian parents does not make one a Chris- 
tian. Being christened, baptized, or ccn- 
firmed is no proof that one is a Chris- 
tian. Being a church member is no proof 
that one is a Christian. Attending Holy 
Communion is no proof that one is a 
Christian. Singing in a church choir, 
teaching in a Sunday school, being a 
deacon, elder, or minister are not proofs 
that one is a Christian. The proof of 
Christianity is not in a ceremony, asso- 
ciation, or office, but in a quality of life 
which the New Testament speaks of as 
“eternal life.” The whole matter is made 
very plain in the fourth Gospel, which 
was written “that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God: and 
that believing ye might have life through 
his name.” The first thing, then, of 
supreme importance is to have the as- 
surance of salvation. 

Have you got that? 


what a comfort 


YIELDEDNESS TO Gop 

It is to Christian people that the Spirit 
says, “Yield yourselves unto God” (Rom. 
6:13), and one naturally asks, “Was this 
not done at the time of one’s conver- 
sion?” The answer is “Yes” and “No.” 
By yielding to Christ as Saviour one 
becomes a Christian, but not necessarily, 
or often, does one in that great hour 
yield also to Christ as Lord. The way 
to God, and the walk with God, must 
be distinguished, and the distinction is 
related to the Saviourship and Lordship 
of Christ. The way to God is by His 


Saviourship realized; the walk with God 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


is by His Lordship realized. Christ be- 
comes our Saviour by faith, but He be- 
comes our Lord by obedience. “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved.” “Why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say?” We 
do not obey in order to believe, but be- 
lieve in order to obey. Christ cannot 
be our Lord without first being our Sav- 
iour, but He may be our Saviour without 
being our Lord, just because we may 
repose faith in Him without yielding 
obedience to Him. The subject of Ro- 
mans 1 to 5 is the way to God, or the Sav- 
iourship of Christ; and that of chapters 
6 to 8 is the walk with God, or the Lord- 
ship of Christ. Not all who experi- 
mentally get the length of chapter 5, 
go on to the experience of chapter 8: 
hence the exhortation to people already 
regenerate, “Yield yourselves unto God.” 

Now this is something that we should 
face up to and act upon in a very defi- 
nite way. Every advance in the Chris- 
tian life is the result of the response to 
some new apprehensicn of Christ, and all 
such response must be intelligent and 
deliberate. Our response to the call of 
the Saviour was such, and our response 
to the claim of the Lord must be such. 
Our relation to Him as Saviour is based 
on forgiveness, but our relation to Him 
as Lord is based on holiness. By the 
Saviour salvation is wrought for us, and 
by the Lord it is wrought in us. “Work 
out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God which worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure.” 

How, then, does Christ become our 
Lord? Just as He became our Saviour, 
by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is both 
the Quickener and the Sanctifier, the 
Imparter of life, and the Fulfiller of life. 
The failure in Romans 7 is due to the 
absence of the Holy Spirit— He is not 
once named: and the triumph of chapter 
8 is due to His presence and power in 
the soul's experience. The fullness of 
the Spirit is just Christ’s Lordship real- 
ized, for the Spirit has come to glorify 
Christ, and to admirister His rule in the 
believer’s life. Receiving the life and 
living the life are, in the design of God, 
related to one another as were the Pass- 
over and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
The latter was based on the former, and 
was its moral and spiritual outcome. So 
is it in Christian experience: holiness is 
based on and proceeds from deliverance. 
an“ not to keep the Feast is virtually to 
deny the Passover. “Purge cut there- 
fore the old leaven, that ye may be a 
new lump, as ye are unleavened. For 
even Christ our passover is sacrificed 
for us: therefore let us keep the feast. 
not with old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness: but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth.” Listen to this! “Sanctify 
in your heart Christ as Lord.” 

Have you done that? 


(To be continued) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Satan's Destiny 


I am enclosing a clipping from the 
periodical mentioned. A beautiful 
piece of poetry; but does it not go 
against and deny and attempt to de- 
stroy faith and the plan of salvation 
as revealed in the Word of God? 
Please answer fully in your cclumn.— 
A deeply concerned Presbyterian 
reader. 

The clipping is from Presbyterian Life 
(Oct. 14, 1950) and tells the following 
story: 

“One morning at General Assembly 
in May, 1949, several of us were priv- 
ileged to eat breakfast in the coffee shop 
of a Buffalo hotel with Hugh Thompscen 


Kerr, Sr. The topic of conversation must 
have been about forgiveness, because 
Dr. Kerr quietly recited the . . . poem, 


which seemed to be about the final word 
on the subject. The authcr is James 
Stephens: its title is ‘The Fulness of 
Time.’ ” 

The poem, which followed the story, 
is unscriptural and shocking in its im- 
plications. It represents God talking in 
a friendly way with Satan, and con- 
cludes with Satan in Paradise seated be- 
side “One who had been crucified !” 
(Whether this author, James Stephens, 
was the famous Irish secular writer is 
not known, but the irreverent style re- 
sembles his.) If the late Dr. Hugh 
Thompson Kerr, Sr., quoted the poem 
humorously, the note does not say so; 
and since the topic was forgiveness, it 
would seem that beth he and the writer 
in Prebsyterian Life largely approved of 
the thoughts behind the three stanzas 
The quotation is a sad commentary on 
what has happened in the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. in the last thirty 
years, for Dr. Kerr was a charter mem- 
ber and president of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education (1923-41), and moderator 
of the General Assembly in 1930-31. 

Satan’s doom was pronounced in the 
Garden of Eden, when God said that 
“the seed of the woman” (the Lord 
Jesus) would “bruise” Satan’s* head 
(Gen. 3:15). The Word cf God makes it 
clear that Satan will persist in his re- 
bellion against God and his activities 
against the saints until he is cast into 
the bottomless pit. Then he will be re- 
leased at the end of the thousand years 
and finally cast into the lake of fire for- 
ever (Rev. 20:2, 3. 7-10). Matthew 25: 
41 declares that hell “vrs especially pre- 
pared for Satan and his angels. Dr. 
Pettingill pointed out that “when Satan 
finally reaches hell it will not be to 
reign as king, but to suffer eternal tor- 
ment.” Dr. E. H. Bancroft, in “Christian 
Theology.” has the following: “The 
Satanic program as outlined in the 
Scriptures would seem to indicate that 
Satan cherishes hepes of ultimate vic- 
tory for his cause, nevertheless, the same 

(Continued on page 264) 
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Vil. Counsels for Young Pastors 
By W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE, D.D. 


A minister's reading 


O YOUNG minister proceeds far 
N without coming to realize that his 

reading must be systematized in 
some way. In the early days of min- 
istry every man should put himself un- 
der severe mental discipline, and, so 
far from leaving behind the studious 
habits of college or university, he should 
make them more exacting, just because 
he has no one to dictate to him what 
he has to do. One’s mastership of him- 
self should be used for self-rnastery. 

When the Apostle Paul exhorted Tim- 
othy to “give attendance to reading,” he 
was referring, in the first place, to the 
public reading of the Scriptures, but the 
idea of private reading is not excluded. 
The thought is, “Give your mind's at- 
tention to the matter of reading.” Such 
attention and concentration are the more 
necessary if the time for and scope of 
one’s reading are restricted. 

No one can acquaint himself with all 
branches of knowledge. therefore we are 
under the necessity of selecting a sub- 
ject, or subjects, and of carefully plan- 
ning our reading within that selection, 
and when this is done we should give 
ourselves to the task. 

Nothing is more mentally enervating 
than desultory reading; a book on this 
subject, and a book on that, as the fancy 
of the hour may dictate. It is profitable 
for a bee to move from flower to flower 
and gather pollen: but for a reader to 
rove from book to book, picking up a 
bit of knowledge here, and a bit there, 
is so wanting in purpose and mental dis- 
cipline as to be positively injurious to 
the mind and character. “Reading,” says 
Bulwer Lytton, “without purpose is 
sauntering, not exercise.” 





A Wide Range of Interest 

Of course, both the work and inclina- 
tion of men widely differ, so that a line 
of study that might be of great value 
to one, might be of little use to another. 
What, however, we should all aim at, as 
far as possible, is comprehensiveness, or, 
at any rate, a wide range of interest. It 
is absurd for people to expect that their 
minister should be theologian, philoso- 


‘pher, scientist, preacher, pastor, man of 


letters, and man of affairs all in one. 
The like has not yet been found, and if 
he were, the church could not be found 
that would pay the Salary that such a 
one would deserve. On the ofher hand, 
the minister, if he elects to make himself 
a master in some particular field, should 
safeguard that very effort by auxiliary 
interests and exercises; else he may 
easily become a crank, as many do. 
Reading is an art, and it must be cul- 
tivated. It matters tremendously what 
and how one reads. One may read the 


In his most recent book, “Chats 
from a Minister’s Library,” Dr. Wil- 
bur M. Smith quotes the following 
fine passage from John Calvin on 
reading, which is found in his com- 
ment on Paul’s request to Timothy 
to “bring the books”: “It is evident 
from this that the Apostle had not 
given over reading, though he was 
well preparing for death. Where are 
those who think that they have made 
so great progress that they do not 
need any more exercise? Which of 
them will dare to compare himself 
with Paul? Still more does this ex- 
pression refute the madness of those 
men who, despising books and con- 
demning all reading, boast of noth- 
ing but their own divine inspira- 
tions. But let us know that this 
Apostle gives to all believers a recom- 
mendation of constant reading that 
they may profit by it.” 

Good reading is the subject of this 
seventh article in Dr. Scroggie’s 
series, which will continue in next 
week’s issue. 








wrong things eagerly, and the right 
things inattentively, and so read to no 
profit. In his “Sesame and _ Lilies,” 
Ruskin says that “all books are divisible 
into two classes: the books of the hour, 
and the books of all time. Mark this 
distinction; it is not one of quality only. 
It is not merely the bad book that does 
not last, and the good one that does. It 
is a distinction of species. There are 
good books for the hour, and gocd ones 
for all time: bad books for the hour, and 
bad ones for all time”; and he goes on 
to show the difference between books 
read for pleasure, and books read for the 
permanent enrichment of mind and life. 

Of the latter, Ruskin continues: ““These 
are all at vour choice, and life is short. 
You have heard as much before, yet 
have you measured and mapped out this 
short life and its possibilities? Do you 
know, if you read this, you cannot read 
that: that what you lose today you 


cannot gain tomorrow? ... Will you 
go and_ gossip with your _ house- 
maid or your stable-boy, when you 


may talk with queens and_ kings: 
or flatter yourselves that it is with any 
worthy consciousness of your own claims 
to respect that you jostle with the hun- 
gry and common crowd for entree here 
and audience there, when all the while 
this eterhal court is open to you, with 
its society, wide as the world, multitu- 
dinous as its days, the chosen and the 
mighty of every place and time?” Pon- 
der carefully that great passage. 
Reading for pleasure should not be 


excluded, but reading for some definite 
purpose should dominate. It is the lat- 
ter exercise that provokes and promotes 
thought, and only by thinking is what 
we read made our own. “A good book,” 
says Milton, “is the precious lifeblood 
of a master-spirit”; therefore, our books, 
like our friends, should be few and well 
chosen. 

“Learn to be good readers,” said 
Thomas Carlyle, speaking in Edinburgh 
in 1866. “Learn to be discriminative in 
your reading; to read faithfully, and with 
your best attention, all kinds of things 
which you have a real] interest in, and 
which you find to be really fit for what 
you are engaged in.” Bacon, in one of 
his Essays, well says, “Some books are 
to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and 
some few to be chewed and digested”: 
and Richard Baxter, in his “Christian 
Directory,” writes to the same purpose 
when he says, “It is not the reading of 
many books which is necessary to make 
a man wise or good, but the well reading 
of a few, could he be sure to have the 
best.” 

And, let it be added, it is quite a 
mistake to suppose that a new book 
must be worthy, and an old one worth- 
less. The craze for the latest books may 
be but an evidence of intellectual snob- 
bery. There are old works on some sub- 
jects that have not only never been ex- 
celled, but never equaled. Such works 
should be rediscovered and repossessed 


Surveying the Field for the Best Books 

With reference more especially to a 
minister’s reading, we should carefully 
and constantly survey the field which is 
more especially our own, and select for 
study a few of the best books in each 
department. For instance, among the 
subjects that belong properly to ow 
province are theology, philosophy of re- 
ligion, doctrine and its history, Biblical 
criticism, apologetics, Christology, church 
history, psychology, the missionary en- 
terprise, and, of course, systematic Bible 
study. This list is by no means complete, 
but it is long enough for the purpose 
of illustration. 

Let us suppose that a young minister 
is planning a year’s reading. He will 
first select his subjects, and then he will 
choose his books. If he is pressed by 
many duties, he will not set himself too 
formidable a task, but he will not ar- 
range for less than one good book a 
month, that is, not merely to read, but 
to study. -Twelve such bocks a year, 
through the years, if he but keep in 
intimate fellowship with God, will make 
him “a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed.” 

(Continued on page 254) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





evangelizing Spanish - speaking 

people in Los Angeles, is a Peru- 
vian, twenty-seven years of age, edu- 
cepted in Italy as well as in Peru. His 
Ph.D. was taken in Madrid. After that 
he became professor in the University 
of Peru. He is acquainted with the 
present Pope as well as with his prede- 
cessor. 

His conversion was on this wise. His 
moter was the first woman ambassador 
of Peru to Italy and later to the United 
Stetes — plenipotentiary with portfolio. 
Invited to a sunrise service by Mrs. 
Roosevelt, she became acquainted with 
a Protestant pastor, and this ccntact led 
to her conversion to Christ. The son 
was greatly distressed. Later, when 
te-ching in the University of Peru, he 
contacted a missionary (who at first 
ws in his classroom), and for seven 
menths received Christian instruction 
from him. Then he was given a three- 
months’ leeve for study in the United 
States. He apnlied for admission to the 
Los Angeles Bible Institute and became 
acquainted with Dr. Walter Montano, 
former Peruvian monk. Before him, he 
mde confession of faith in Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour, 

He is having mass revivals among 
the Spanish-speaking in a large tent, 
seventeen hundred having come forward 
during this brief time. He has also had 
a remarkable work in Cuba. When 
speaking at a Spanish Baptist church in 
Los Angeles, the preacher confessed that 
“for all these years I have not been 
converted until now.” He has initiated 
revival meetings in his own church. 

Dr. Morales has been made Dean of 
Snanish-speaking students at the Los 
Angeles Bible Institute, and will evange- 
lize in Spanish-speaking lands. In June, 
he is going to begin broadcasting from 
the Voice of the Andes radio station in 
Latin and Spanish. He says the Latin 
will reach both the Vatican and priests 
all over Europe. 

Prayer is asked for his protection: also 
for strength and health, as he is over- 
worked and under great strain. If he is 
spared, he bids fdir to become a notable 
servant of Christ and of the Reforma- 
tion among Latin peoples. 


D: JOSE L. MORALES, who is now 


The death of Dr. Lehmann of Christ’s 
Mission, New York, left a great gap in 
our evangelical testimony. It is good, 
therefore, to learn thot kis successor as 
executive director and ecitor of the Con- 
verted Catholic is to be able and evan- 
gelical Dr. Walter Montano. 

Dr. Montano, a native of Bolivia, is 
described by a recent secretary of state 
of that country as “one of Bolivia’s most 


honored and valuable servants.” He is 
a grand nephew of E. V. Montano, Presi- 
dent of Bolivia in 1910, and was, in 1927, 
invited by the Bolivian Government to 
be undersecretary of state. Later he 
was asked by President Siles to be sec- 
retary of state, but declined on the 
ground that his lifework was “to pre- 
sent Christ as the only answer to the 
spiritual needs of Latin Americans.” 

At present he is delegate to the Inter- 
American Department of Cultural Re- 
lations for the Three Americas, repre- 
sentative of San Marcos University of 
Peru (oldest university in the new 
world), and has an extensive radio min- 
istry in Latin America. His journalistic 
ability was recognized by the American 
and British embassies during the last 
war when he covered the Latin Ameri- 
can press with articles and editorizls. 
His book, “Behind the Purple Curtain,” 
is a classic on the subject of Romanism. 
He is characterized by Mr. Sherman of 
the Los Angeles Times as “the Martin 
Luther of Latin America.” 

Best of all his is a warm, evangelical 
spirit, and therein he will be a worthy 
successor to both “Father” James A. 
O’Ccnnor and Dr. Leo Lehmann, beloved 
servants of Christ. Part of his time will 
be devoted to speaking engagements, 
and he should be addressed at Christ’s 
Mission, 160 Fifth Ave., New York 10. 
Multitudes of Catholics, as well as Prot- 
estants, in the East will want to hear 
the testimony of “The Monk Who Lived 
Again.” 


Mark Packages, “For the Greeks.”— 
The moderator of the Evangelical 
Churches in Greece, Dr. Hadji-Antoniou 
(St, Anthony), is a lawyer by profes- 
who was called to defend seven 


sion, 
evangelical villagers under arrest for 
their evangelical faith. This ccntact 


brought him to Christ. 

Emanuel Papado-poulos writes from 
Athens: “In a military hospital with a 
thousand beds, I visited individually, 
with the message of salvation. (One 
soldier with both legs gone, wheels him- 
self all over the hespital to preach 
Christ.) One day I carried the Gospel 
to the Old People’s Home: another day 
I visited all the construction workers 
on new buildings in Athens, distribut- 
ing New Testaments. I visited the 
Athens post office employees to see what 
pregress had been made since the dis- 
tribution a month ago. To my joy, I 
found they were reading them very 
carefully and had many questions to ask 
me. I visit factories, homes, stores, law 
offices. hospitals, nursing homes. I have 
been allowed many times to preach the 
true Gospel in Greek Orthodox churches, 
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and priests ask me for New Testaments 
for their people.” 

There is great need for streptomycin 
for the tuberculous. This is a matter of 
life and death to many Christians, 
Through the sacrificial interest of Amer- 
ican Christians, Mr. Zodhiates has sent 
recently over $5,000 worth of food, cloth- 
ing, and streptomycin to hundreds of 
destitute families in Greece. With the 
aid of volunteers at the First Baptist 
Church, New York (265 W. 79th St.), 
he packs large quantities, which he buys 
in quantity and ships in 22-pound pack- 
ages. Mark packages, “For the Greeks.” 

Lately he has secured the names and 
addresses of 10.000 Greeks in the United 
States, to whom he sends The Voice of 
the Gospel in Greek. 

The church uniorists in America fra- 
ternize with the Greek Orthodox and 
extend relief to them in Greece. But 
in Greece, evangelicals have to send 
their children to the Orthodox schools 
“where the priests force them to pray 
to the Virgin, to cross themselves,” and 
to practice the rest of the clerical rig- 
marole. So evanvelicals are building an 
orphanage at Katerini in Macedecnia, 
with school, which will care for a hun- 
dred of the 400.000 orphans in Greece, 
Mr. Zodhiates has transmitted $5,000 for 
this. 


Prof. Charles Richet is a notable savant 
as his father of the same name was 
be*ore him. He now writes in the Revue 
des Deux Mondes on intelligence in the 
cells, and M. Jacques Blocher summar- 
izes his conclusions in Le Chrétien 
évangelique, ° 

“How to explain why 
creatures strugele to live? The most 
absurd theory is that of chance. Throw 
that out alto~ether! As to the force 
which materialists call Nature, it is a 
term too vague. A ferce purely physical 
does not seem capable of adapting itself 
to all circumstances, at least one knows 
none with the suppleness to respond to 
all the variations exacted by all circum- 
stances.” 

So by a precess of elimination, Richet 
arrives at this concept: “Creation ac- 
cording to pre-established plan by a 
Being superior to everything which we 
can imagine. Fifty years of biological 
study, pursued without prejudices of any 
sort, has’ brought us to this conclusion 
which we do not hesitate to call re- 
ligious. This conclusion is established 
not on revelation, which lies on a dif- 
ferent plane. It appears to be proved 
by scientific rationalism. 

“Instinct, automatism, laws of selec- 
tion and evolution and hereditv. trans- 
formism, sudden or progressive muta- 
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Lesson for April 8 


tions, however effective one admits them 
to be on the one hand and physico- 
chemical laws on the other, cannot ex- 
plain the miracle of life, or that which 
js an even greater miracle, the con- 
tinuance and maintenance of life. 
“Bichat has defined life as struggle 
against death Let us go further. It 
is an intelligent struggle against death, 
a struggle pursued by each of our cells.” 


Professor Devaux, an eminent biologist 
of the University of Bordeaux and an 
evangelical Christian, comments on the 
preceding. He explains that Richet con- 
siders the intelligence of the cells as 
separate from the intelligence of man. 
There is, he says, an ensemble of mar- 
velous mechanisms which are physico- 
chemical in character, chemotropisms, 
phototropisms, the reactions of anti- 
bodies and other defensive reactions. 
But we are not sure of the driving force. 
Nothing, however, is scientifically in the 
way of Professor Richet’s declaring him- 
self convinced of an intelligence, or force, 
that is common to every living element. 

“My own studies in the field of pure 
science have not carried me so far. I 
believe present-day science not suffi- 
ciently advanced to be able to solve 
with assurance these high questions of 
the nature and place of intelligence. 
‘Where is the place of understanding? 

It is hid from the eyes of all liv- 
ing. . . . God understandeth the way 
thereof, and he knoweth the place 
thereof’ (Job 28: 12-28). 

“My conviction is drawn from Scrip- 
ture, not from the study of Creaticn. In 
my eyes nothing can take the place of 
Biblical revelation, for no man can see 
God, or know Him directly. There are, 
in reality, two revelations, the Creation 
and Scripture, and I praise God that at 
the present time men who love nature 
are approaching a personal revelation. 
But complete revelation is conditioned 
by a second birth as presented by Jesus 
to the doctor-of-law, Nicodemus. 

“Let us conclude, then, by acknowl- 
edging a sovereign Intelligence, domi- 
nating the universe in its entirety. It is 
this intelligence which has created the 
heavens in their immensity, the atoms in 
their vast potentiality, and the ensemble 
of created beings; also the human in- 
telligence in all its extent from the fac- 
ulty of interpreting our simple percep- 
tions to the attainments of the 
profoundest thinkers.” 


Among Japanese Factory Girls.—The 
following from Miss Whewell of the 
Mino Mission, Japan, illustrates Japa- 
nese mentality in religious matters: 

Okatsu San, from a mountain village 
in Nagano Ken, was married during the 
war, and, soon ofter the wedding, her 
husband was called into the service. A 
few months later he was reported miss- 
ing in action. In devotion to her hus- 
band and her ccuntry, she decided to 
dedicate herself as a “sacrifice” to the 
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shrines. After the dedication, she be- 
gan a daily pilgrimage to the village 
shrine to pray for victory. At the end 
of the war, much to her surprise, her 
husband returned. Okatsu San told him 
she was now dedicated to the shrines 
and would have to leave him, which she 
did. 

The deluded girl felt that Japan had 
been defeated because her faith and de- 
votion had been not great enough and 
she must atone for her failure. She 
decided to go to Tokyo and commit sui- 
cide in front of the Emperor's palace. 


The war was but a few days over. 
Tokyo was a mass of ruins, Okatsu San 
went alone at night to the palace 


grounds and took an overdose of sleep- 
ing potion. She woke up, however, alive. 
Later, dressed in white, as suicides do in 
Japan, she tripled the dose, but was 
found and saved from death by a doc- 
tor’s stomach pump. 

She then entered the cotton spinning 
factory at Tomida, where she fell in 
with Miss Hirono’s weekly Bible class 
and heard for the first time the Gospel 
message. She bought a New Testament 
and drank in the Werd as a thirsty soul 
At first she continued to bow to the 
idols on the god shelves in the factory. 
But careful instruction by her teacher, 
Hirono Sensei, brought her to a com- 
plete break with idolatry and to baptism 
into the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“This dear girl is one of hundreds who 
come from all over Japan to work in 
the Tomida Spinning Factory. About 
3,000 girls live and work here, and over 
a hundred attend the Bible class. Pray 
for Hirono Sensei, a graduate of our 
prewar Mino Mission Bible School. She 
herself was a factory girl in Ogaki when 
she first heard the Gospel at a street 
meeting one New Year’s Day, many 
years ago.” 


The Christian Century has printed 
from time to time articles on the alcohol 
question by a Methodist minister, Alson 
J. Smith. If it had any adequate knowl- 
edge of this question it would hardly 
have done so. Smith was a member of 
the distillery-financed Research Council 
on Alcohol Problems. In his book, “A 
Faith To Live By,” he mentions “my 
friend Dr. E. M. Jellinek” (‘of Yale), 
and his sentiments are Yale-tinted, not 
to say Yale-tainted. Thus, on page 182, 
he explains that “alcohol is one of the 
safest and cheapest sedatives known to 


man. When used in moderation . .. it 
is undeniably one of the good things 
in life. Most of the fifty-five million 


users of alcoholic beverages so use it, 
and there is no need for them to be de- 
prived of it.” The book’s introduction 
is from the pen of Dr. Ralph Sockman, 
Park Ave., N. Y., modernistic Methodist 
minister. 

Now it appears that the Christian Cen- 
tury’s scientific authority was in Arkan- 
sas during the recent referendum on 
state prohibition. He had leave of ab- 
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sence from his pulpit for a year, ap- 
parently to help the Wets, for he 
promoted there the use of a film ertitled 
“The Truth Shall Make You Free,” de- 
voted to “failure of prohibition” prcpa- 
ganda. Ten dollars awarded to 
each organization which would show the 
picture to a group of fifty adults in the 
before the vote was to be 


was 


sixty days 
taken. 

The Christian Century owes the public 
an apology for printing the silly Yak 
paradoxes of Mr. Smith. It could do a 
profitable service, both to the nation and 
to the Christian public, by sending it 
Dr. Garrison to France to report on the 
great antialcohol movement which is 
sweeping the medical profession there, 
as he recently reported on religious con- 
ditions in Spain. 

Christ’s words, “The truth shall make 
you free,” have been put to base use 
by unbelief on countless occasions, Here 
is a new low in the misapplication of 
them. 


The Rev. J. J. Vega is a onetime Ro- 
man Catholic priest, new Episcopal 
clergyman. When preaching in Brook- 
lyn, he organized 110 former Catholics 
into a new Episcopal church. Mr. Vega 
was ordained by Archbishop Martinez 
in the cathedral of the City of Mexico, 
and has often preached in that cathe- 
dral. At one time he was director of 
a seminary in Toluca, Mexico, and rector 
of an importam church in that city. 

Now he is engaged in mission work in 
a poor quarter of the City of Mexico, 
for the Episcopal Church. His ministry 
is very successful, but the Mexican State 
Department has recently closed his 
church. This has been the climax of a 
violent campaign of defamation, threat, 
and outrage, including a statement of 
Archbishop Martinez that eternal fire 
will be the fate of the twenty-three fam- 


ilies that have joined his church and 
of those hereafter joining. 
Brutal persecution is also reported 


from Barbalha, Brazil, where the point 
of attack has been a gathering of Chris- 
tians in the home of one of them. There 
have been mobs and, of course, stonings 
Stephen was stoned and Paul 
often. It is the fixed procedure of Rom« 
in Mexico and South America The 
stoning of the house and its occupant 
lasted two hours. Then those who pai 
ticipated adjourned to the central squ-r 
of the city, where they receiver th« 
blessing of the bishop for their faith*ul 
service to the mother t 


SO Was 
. 


church Late 
the bishop telegraphed to the leader of 
the Central Committee of the Barbalha 
Crusade Against Protestants: 

“Deeply moved, I thank the signers of 
the telegram, communicating the organ- 
ization of the Crusade in defense of the 
Catholic faith, and ask God to fortify 
with His greatest blessings the ties of 
religious unity... .” 

Oh, yes! Religious unity! 
all may be one” — Rome's! 


“That they 
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Visitors in Your Women’s Class 


How to care for them, and encourage their return 


“c OULD you care to sign our guest 
book?” The secretary, always at 
her desk five or ten minutes before the 
opening of Sunday school, approaches 
the visitor with this disarming question. 
The newcomer is introduced to those 
about her, and with a cheerful, “You 
will look after Miss Brown, will you 
not?” the secretary is back at her post. 
The opening session begins. A hymn- 
book is shared with Miss Brown, and 
someone makes sure a Bible is put into 
her hands, if she doesn’t have her own. 
If she cannot turn quickly to the por- 
tion of Scripture to be read, her neigh- 
bor finds the place and graciously hands 
the Bible back to her. 

Individual attention always brings re- 
sponse; however, only the program can 
interest the visitor. A Bible-centered 
school cannot but produce a missionary 
program, and so, in the opening prayer, 
all of the missionaries of the church are 
mentioned by name, following which at- 
tention is called to the envelope in each 
class that is to receive the offering for 
their support. Birthdays among the mis- 
sionaries are mentioned, and the sending 
of cards is suggested. Pgrhaps a shower 
is given a missionary who is preparing 
to sail, and the gifts are presented as a 
part of the opening exercises. Activity 
arouses interest. 

Now it is time for the class period. 
The president greets all the girls, espe- 
cially the visitors. Announcements of 
class activities include a warm invita- 
tion to the visitors to participate. The 
two or three missionaries, who have 
been assigned to the class for special 
care for a year, are mentioned by name, 
and the president calls for volunteers 
to write letters to these during the week. 
The class caller is asked to report on 
personal work done since the previous 
Sunday. One leads in prayer touching 
the class’s peculiar responsibilities. 

But the important thing in the Sun- 
day school is the teaching of the lesson 
from the Word of God. A competent 
teacher, who is yielded to the Spirit 
of God, and who has prepared herself 
well, can interest even a disinterested 
visitor. No other thing is so attractive 
as the Word of God itself. It is “living 
and powerful” and if presented in “sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity” cannot but 
make the visitor feel that the time spent 
in the class has been profitable. She 
notices that every girl is carrying a 
Bible; that no lesson help is used in the 
reading of the Scriptures or the teaching 
of the lesson. Whatever the text under 
consideration may be, Christ is seen, and 
God’s great redemptive work is pointed 
out. It cannot be assumed that the vis- 
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itor is saved; and if she is,. what be- 
liever's heart is not warmed by a fresh 
look at the work on Calvary? 

The lesson finished, classes of the de- 
partment listen to the repcert of the 
superintendent: ‘“We are honored,” says 
she, “by having eighteen visitors in at- 
tendance this morning. We hope that 
you who are visiting feel at home and 
have enjoyed the message from God’s 
Word, and that you will come back as 
opportunity affords.” She makes a few 
practical applications from the Scripture 
just studied. This summary seals to the 
heart the truth that has been taught. 
A hymn that bears the same testimony, 
and a prayer, and the school is dismissed, 

The teacher is at the door of her class- 
recom. “I haven't met vou, but I’m de- 
lighted to see you.” The one who sat 
next to the visitor introduces her. “How 
did you happen to come here this morn- 
ing?” 

“I just wanted to see what it is like,” 
is the reply. 

“Will you stay for the morning serv- 
ice?” — and, if the answer is in the af- 
firmative, she is invited to sit with the 
teacher, who secures for her a church 
bulletin and introduces her to others in 
the pew as there is opportunity,.as well 
as to the pastor at the close of the 
service. 

There is a class meeting in the offing, 
and when the invitations are mailed the 
visitor is included. After a few days, 
the president calls or sends a note: “Did 
you receive an invitation to our class 
meeting?” And she is made to feel that 
she would be missed if she didn’t attend, 

The impression of the Sunday school 
has been stamped upon the mind of the 
visitor. Time goes by, and she is more 
or less regular in attendance. “Would 
you not like to have your name added 
to our class roll?” suggests the secretary, 
And they see the registrar together. 
Now she comes every Sunday, and is one 
of the most attentive pupils. 

“Why did you join that Sunday 
school?” she is asked by her friends; 
and the reason given is, “I was so 
warmly received and so well cared for, 
and they study the Bible.” 


LANCASTER, Pa. 


Me 


Counsels for Young Pastors 
(Continued from page 251) 


But a minister should read as widely 
as possible in literature. He should not 
be ignorant of Homer, and Vergil, and 
Dante, and Milton, and Shakespeare; and 
he should have some acquaintance with 
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the best fiction, with such writers as 

Dickens, Scott, and Thackeray. Such 

reading will supply us with excellent 

illustration, and will keep active the 

imaginative side of our thinking. Let 

us then, “give attendance to reading.” 
(To be continued) 


w 


Cruising Along the Inside Passage 
to Alaska 


HE famous Inside Passage to Alaska 

affords an opportunity for a most un- 
usual and delightful boat trip. All along 
the coast of British Columbia and south- 
eastern Alaska a chain of islands pro- 
tects and shelters a calm waterway that 
creates no misgivings even for the most 
inexperienced traveler. On the one hand 
towering mcuntains sweep down to the 
water’s edge, while on the other tum- 
bling waterfalls and lush vevzetation 
make each island a thing of beauty. It 
is not at all unusual to glimpse wild 
life, as the steamer passes at times near 
the shore. Often, fishing boats dot the 
horizon, and every turn of the vessel 
reveals some new and breath-taking 
scenic wonder in indescribable color. 
Brilliant sunlight, glorious sunsets, and 
the long, northern twilights, now on 
great expanses of green-blue water, and 
then in narrow fiords between high 
mountains, paint ever-changing pictures 
that fill the days with never-to-be-for- 
gotten experiences. 

Now and then the steamer stops at 
thriving coastal towns whose only con- 
tact with the outside world is either by 
boat or airplane. There are frequent 
opportunities to go ashore for sight-see- 
ing and for the purchase of unusual gifts 
for the folks back home. There are 
opportunities to see the work being car- 
ried on by missionaries in distant out- 
posts, and there will be a visit overland 
to the foot of a real glacier, 

The 1951 Christian Fellowship Party 
will stop at such places as Prince Rupert, 
B. C.: Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, 
Sitka, and Metlakatla, Alaska. Ketchikan 
is often called the salmon-canning capi- 
tal of the world. Juneau is the present 
capital of the Territory of Alaska. Skag- 
way is a ghost town that was once a 
thriving port for the great gold rush to 
the Yukon in the 1890’s, and is still full 
of interest. Sitka was once the old Rus- 
sian capital of Alaska, and shows many 
evidences of Russian rule before the Ter- 
ritory was purchased by the United 
States. Metlakatla is a quaint commu- 
nity founded many years ago by Father 
Duncan, an Episcopalian missionary for 
Tsimpshean natives. 

And yet, in visiting all these wonders 
and interesting places, the Christian Fel- 
lowship Party will enjoy the comfort of 
a modern, streamlined, and air-condi- 
tioned steamer that will be their home 
for the ten-day cruise. There will be 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 2. APRIL 8. THE BEGINNINGS OF SIN 


Genesis 3:1 to 5:5; 6:5 to 9:17; printed text, 3:1-6, 9-15 
Golden Text.—For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.—Rom. 6:23 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Gen. 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of 
the field which the Lorp God had made. And he said unto the 
woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden? 

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, 
fruit of the trees of the garden: 

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the gar- 
den, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch 
it, lest ye die. 

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 


We may eat of the 


evil. 
6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 


and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 

9 And the Lorp God called unto Adam, and said unto him, 


10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? 
thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that 
shouldest not eat? 

12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with 
me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

13 And the Lorp God said unto the woman, What is this that 
thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, 
and I did eat. 

14 And the Lorp God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast 
done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast 
of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou 
eat all the days of thy life: 

15 And I will put cnmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel. 


Hast 
thou 


based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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Where art thou? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HE mythology of the nations con- 
Tisins many echoes of the third 

chapter of Genesis. They repre- 
sent degraded remains of this original 
truth. 

The heathen mythology, however, does 
not interest us so much as the founda- 
tions of the Gospel found in this mar- 
velous chapter. Here we can learn the 
nature of temptation, the essence of sin, 
the impotence of the sinner, the grace of 
God, the basis of righteousness; and here 
we see the beginning of God's redemp- 
tive activities which came to full blos- 
som in the incarnation and death of 
Christ. and which will reach full fruition 
in the new heavens and the new earth, 
into which the Tempter may not enter. 

There is enough here to keep us study- 
ing for a lifetime, and leave much still 
to learn on the other side. Some in- 
sist that we are here dealing with sym- 
bols. and must not think in terms of 
literal trees, a literal serpent, and so on. 
Frankly, I find myself unable to picture 
the scene apart from these. At least 
I shall take the “symbols” literally, and 
that will help me to arrive at the spir- 
itual truth more easily than going by an 
intermediate stage of some sort of ab- 
stractions. 

As John Milton did not stop when 
he wrote “Paradise Lost,” but went on 
to give us “Paradise Regained,” so let 
us not end our thinking today with the 
expulsion from the Garden, but lift our 
thoughts to the Paradise of God, where 
the tree of life gives its fruit for the 
Overcomer in Christ (Rev. 2:7; 22:2, 14). 


“ % x “ 
Verse by Verse 

Genesis 3:1.—‘Now the serpent ‘ 
said . Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of every tree 2” Satan is 
presented under the form of a lion (1 
Pet. 5:8) for raging fury, and of a ser- 
pent for malicious cunning. Says Sam- 
uel Rutherford, “Brother, since we must 
have a devil to trouble us, I love a rag- 
ing devil best.” See his cunning, first, 
in going to the woman, the “wezeker 
vessel,” who nevertheless would have 
more influence with the man than he 
himself would have. Then there is the 
subtlety cf his question. Its intention 
was not to stir doubt as to whether God 
had really issued the prohibition, so 
much as to suggest that it was a pre- 
posterous prohibition, quite unfair and 
unnecessary. The very idea of being 
barred from any of the trees of your 
own garden! 

Verse 2—“We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees of the garden.” Eve at first 
rallies to the defense of God. Till now 
she and Adam had not found the prohi- 
bition grievous, but had delighted in the 


abundance of the Garden. Her first 
thought, then, is of the bounty they 
have enjoyed, but even as she is ex- 


pressing herself thus, the leaven is work- 
ing in her mind, and the one restriction 
is assuming big proportions. 

Verse 3—“God hath said, Ye shall 
not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, 
lest ye die.” See chapter 2:17, where 
it is not said that God added, “neither 
shall ye touch it.” Yet there is no 
doubt that not touching was a good safe- 
guard against eating: not even looking at 
it would be safer still. You know the 
order with a little child: first the eye, 
then the hand, then the mcuth. Com- 
pare Proverbs 23:31. But whether or 


not Eve added to what God said, as the 
prohibition began to magnify itself in 
her mind, she distinctly weakened the 
sanction. Instead of quoting God's posi- 
tive “Thou shalt surely die,” she scft- 
ened it to a threat of possible death, 
“lest ye die.” 

Verse 4—“Ye shall not surely die.” 
Satan leaped into the opening which 
the woman’s confused thought had made. 
With the buffer of Eve's weakened state- 
ment, it did not seem like a plain con- 
tradiction of God’s clear warning. So 
Satan has well-nigh obliterated from the 
minds of men the idea of death for sin. 

Verse 5.—“For God doth know that 
... ye shall be as gods, knowing gocd 
and evil.” It was now easy to follow 
up his advantage in a mind disposed to 
think of God’s restrictions as harsh and 
unjust. So Satan now attacks the mo- 
tives of God. “God is jealous of you. 
He does not want you to be able to 
think for ycurself, but just to do His 
bidding without exercising any judg- 
ment of your own. If you eat this fruit, 
the whole world of good and evil will 
open before you, and ycur enlightened 
intellect will make you like God Him- 
self.” (The word “gods” is the very same 
as “God.” Both are plural in form.) 

Verse 6.—“. good for food, 
pleasant to the eyes, to make one 
wise.” There is nothing wrong with 
good food, nor attractive appearance, nor 
increase of wisdom, but to go after these 
independently of God is to court dis- 
aster. It was exactly this that our Lord 
resisted in His temptation in the wil- 
derness. Such independence of God is 
the essence of worldliness (1 John 2:16), 

Verses 7, 8—These two verses give 
the expedients of the euiltvy couple to 
hide their confusion. Sin opexs the eyes 
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all right, but to a world of shame, not 

to a world of elation and glory. 

Verse 9.—“Where art thou?” As soon 
as, and as long as, we have straying 
men, we have a seeking God. The ques- 
tion was not one of ignorance, but of 
challenge. The Lord saw Nathaniel un- 
der the fig tree (John 1:48), and Zac- 
chzus up the sycamore tree (Luke 19: 
5), and He saw Adam. But just as 
Satan’s question to Eve started a train 
of thoughts away from God, so this 
question was calculated to start a train 
of thoughts back to God, beginning with 
a realization of their own situation. If 
only sinners would stop and consider 
where they are! 

Verse 10.—‘I was afraid, because I 
was naked.” The nakedness of purity 
is never afraid before God—only the 
nakedness of sin. Their fig leaves eased 
their sense of shame in each other’s 
presence, but it gave them no confidence 
before God. So with all the moral ex- 
pedients of men. See Isaiah 64:6 and 
Revelation 3:18. 

Verse 11—‘“Who told thee... ? 
thou eaten?” “Be sure ycur sin will 
find you out.” That act of disobedience 
opened a new world of knowledge, but 
it was blighting knowledge, the first 
item of which was their own shame. 

Verse 12—“And the man said, The 
woman.” Adam has been greatly blamed 
for blaming the woman. But at least 
he told the truth, and he put it mildly. 
Unfortunately he put his own sin mildly, 
too, so that it sounds more like an un- 
willing admission than a penitent’s con- 
fessicn. There is no cry, “God, be 
merciful to me a sinner.” 

Verse 13.—“And the woman said, The 
serpent.” She, too, had somebody to 
blame, and she, too, stated the facts 
mildly. She could indeed plead that she 
was “beguiled,” which Adam could not 
(1 Tim, 2:14). 

Verse 14—‘“And the Lord God said 
unto the serpent . . . thou art cursed.” 
The Tempter is asked no question, al- 
lowed no defense. His action was one 
of pure rebellion, malicious, dastardly. 
The animal creation was affected by the 
curse, but the serpent, the instrument 
of Satan in the Temptation, was de- 
graded, apparently in form as well as 
in the loathing which it inspires. Ser- 
pents eat more than dust, but in the 
“regeneration,” it would seem, that will 
be their only food (Isa. 65:25). 

Verse 15.—“Enmity between thy 
seed and her seed.” As in any war, the 
aggressor gains an initial advantage. 
Then come the long, hard days of at- 
trition. Then the victory. “It shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel.” The “friendship” which the 
serpent had struck up with the woman 
would be his own undoing. This reve- 
lation has found its way, in garbled 
form. into the mythologies of many 
lands, as, for instance, the Greek Per- 
and the Crishna of India. The 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
1. April 1.—The Creation. 
Genesis 1 and 2; Psalm 104; John 1:1-3 


Next Week’s Lesson 


The Period of the Patri- 
Genesis 12 to 17 


3. April 15. 
archs 








Lord Jesus, the seed of the woman, was 
bruised by the serpent, but His bruised 
heel is upon the serpent’s head, and He 
calls us to share the final victory (Rom. 
16: 20). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Sin is not native to the human race. 
It is not inherent in our original nature. 
The evolutionist would have it a neces- 
sary expression of our struggle upward, 
something which we shall outgrow, like 
childhood diseases. It is not so. We 
were made “in the image of God.” As 
dependent, moral agents, however, we 
were liable to temptation, with the pos- 
sibility of choosing evil. There could be 
no moral or spiritual value to an obe- 
dience that was purely instinctive, un- 
related to personal choice. Milton says: 

God made him just and right, 

Sufficient to have stood, though free to fall. 

But sin, once entered, took possession. 
The rabbit is not native to Australia, 
but it has been more prolific than all 
native animals, till it is a veritable 
scourge. So sin invaded the realm of 
man, and from the beginning played 
terrible havoc. See how it broke the 
sweet contentment of our race, till every 
man is grasping for something that he 
does not have. See how it spoiled the 
lovely purity of the domestic life, so 
that Adam and Eve, so intimately re- 
lated, were ashamed and confused in 
one another’s presence. A friend said 
to me the other day: “We never really 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT was the difference between 
Adam’s occupation in the Garden 
and out of it? 

2. Why did God forbid the eating of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil? 

3. What was Satan’s intention 
first question? (Gen. 3:1.) 

4. How did Eve open the way for the 
Tempter’s denial of the penalty for sin? 

5. In what respects did the Tempter 
malign God? 

6. What verse in James aptly describes 
the action of verse 6? 


in his 


7. How did Adam’s act differ from 
Eve’s? 
8. Why did Adam say that he was 


naked, when he was wearing fig leaves? 
9. What is the protevangelium? 
10. What great Gospel truth is illus- 
trated in verse 21? 
(Answers on page 262) 
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show ourselves. We are all hiding 
something.” And see how sin alienated 
these two from God, so that they dreaded 
the Presence which had been their high. 
est joy, their very life. And men still 
try to escape God. What a trail of 
struggle, suffering, sorrow has sin 
marked out for the human race! 

God did not give up. His redemptive 
purpose immediately began operation. 
Even as He passes sentence upon the 
serpent for its part in bringing sin into 
the world, He promises a deliverer. the 
seed of the woman. Men have called 
this statement the protevangelium, the 
First Gospel. Then God took away the 
insufficient covering which Adam and 
Eve had prepared for themselves, and 
clothed them with a garment which 
cost blood-shedding, the life of an inno- 
cent victim; so presenting aforetime the 
manner in which He would secure a 
perfect righteousness for sinners, by the 
sacrifice of His own spotless Lamb, the 
Lord Jesus. 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

"Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 

With joy shall I lift up my head. 
Outline of the Lesson 


1. The propositions of the Tempter: 


(1) The unreasonableness of God 
(Gen, 1:1). 

(2) The untruthfulness of God (v. 
4). 


(3) The insincerity of God (v. 5). 
2. The progress of the sin: 
(1) Emphasizing the restriction (v. 
3). 
(2) Softening the sanction (v. 3). 
(3) Dwelling on the forbidden thing 


(v, 6). 
(4) The tempted turns temptress (v. 
6). 


3. The confusion of sin: 
(1) The breach within the 
ality (v. 7). 
(2) The breach in the domestic re- 
lation (v. 7). 
(3) The breach with God 
4. The remedy of sin: 
(1) The promised Deliverer (v. 15) 
(2) The new covering (v. 21). 
(3) The long discipline (vs. 16-19). 


person- 


(v. 8). 


Topics for Development 

The tree of life appears in the Garden 
of Eden to nourish a life in right rela- 
tion with God. When that relation is 
broken, the alienated life must be de- 
nied the food of immortality. With the 
inner life renewed in Christ, He be- 
comes the tree of life to the soul. When 
the redemption of the body is fulfilled, 
the whole man will be nourished from 
the tree of life in the Paradise of God, 
by the river flowing from the throne. 
Eternal life is our portion now; immor- 
tality will be ours then. See Proverbs 
3:18; Revelation 2:7; 22:2, 14. 

The Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, Why was this forbidden? Not 
because there is inherent wrong in the 
knowledge of good and evil. This knowl- 
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Lesson for April 8 


edge is an attribute of God, and man 
was made in God’s image. I have no 
doubt that, had man remained obedient, 
he would have been led by God into 
this knowledge as he was mature enough 
to receive it. Then it would have meant 
establishment in holiness, not sin. But 
in his “infancy” he was unprepared for 
it, and seizing it rebelliously it became 
the poison of death instead of the crown- 
ing glory of holy wisdom. Even our 
Lord refused the good things of life 
when these were offered apart from the 
Father’s ordering (Matt. 4:3, 4). 

The Essence of Worldliness. See John’s 
definition (1 John 2:16), and see how 
it fits in with Genesis 3:6 and the three 
temptations of our Lord in the wilder- 
ness (Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). 

Other themes that could be profitably 
followed are: the story of the serpent, 
the garment of righteousness, the in- 
sufficiency of human schemes of better- 
ment, the curse and its removal, the 
ministry of cherubim, and the like. 


Personal Applications 

Thanks for our blessings will make our 
wants seem little; dwelling on our wants 
will make us forget our blessings. 

Nip in the bud every suggestion that 
God is dealing unreasonably with you. 

Avoid exaggeration and diminution of 
God’s Word. 

Refuse whatever 
the Father, however 
appear. 

Don’t play with temptation. 

Sin is an eye opener —to shame, 

Sin makes us uncomfortable in the 
presence of man and God. 

Have you confessed your sin, or only 
admitted it? 


Rise, the woman's conquering seed, 
Bruise in us the serpent’s head. 


does not come from 
legitimate it may 


Golden Text 

Romans 6:23.—See the fine balance of 
this text: wages against gift, sin against 
God, death against life. Choose sin, and 
you draw the wages; choose God, and 
you receive the gift. Remember that 
the gift is ours because Jesus drew our 
wages for us, 

WHEATON, ILL. 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTEeD HYMNS 
“One Day When Heaven Was Filled With 
His Praises” : 
“Sinners Jesus Will Receive” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, who, as soon as sin 
entered our race, promised for men a 
Saviour, we thank Thee for the fulfill- 


ment of that promise in Jesus Christ. 
We thank Thee that He was wounded for 
our transgressions, bruised for our in- 
and that we are forgiven and 
Fully break the 


iquities, 
cleansed for His sake. 
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power of sin in our lives, and through 
all the world. Create the new heavens 
and new earth in which righteousness 
shall dwell, and let the long, dark story 
of man’s sin and woe soon end. Where 
men know not the Gospel, send Thy 
servants to tell the good news of the 
Saviour. Bless all translators and dis- 
tributors of the Scriptures, all faithful 
missionaries, teachers, and preachers. 
Use their efforts to bring great numbers 
in all lands to repent and be born again. 
Increase righteousness and overthrow 
sin in our own land. Guide our rulers 
and guard our homes. Speak to us by 
Thy Word today, and keep us each one 
true and faithful to Thee, for our Sav- 
iour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A Christian father 
once handed his boy a hammer and a 
nail, asking him to drive the nail into 
a block of wood. The boy did so, and 
the father said, “Now pull it out again.” 
With some effort the boy did that. Then, 
in a deep, sad voice, his father said, “Son, 
pull out the hole the nail made.” Of 
course it could not be done, but the 
boy knew his father meant to show him 
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that a thing once done cannot be un- 
done, that it leaves some marks man 
cannot remove. That was true of the 
sin of Adam and Eve, and is true of our 
sins. We may be sorry, we may be for- 
given, and God may prevent the worst 
consequences of sin coming upon us, 
but what has been done cannot be un- 


BY COM 


done and leaves some marks we cannot 
erase. 

That first sin of the first pair left 
marks that continue to this day. It in- 
troduced the reign of death among men, 
it gave mankind a bias to sin, and 
brought a curse on nature. All the sin 
and pain in our world today got their 
start when Adam and Eve first sinned. 
Once done it could not be undone, nor 
could man remove the dreadful marks 
left on human life to this day. Those 
marks reach beyond the sinner himself 
to others. Wives and children suffer 
for the sins of their fathers, nations for 
the sins of their leaders, and Christ had 
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to suffer for the sins of all to be our 
Saviour. The very first promise of a 
coming Saviour is in our lesson, and 
it not only says He would come and 
bruise the serpent’s head, but would 
Himself be bruised, as He was at the 
cross. 

Before you sin, think. Think that 
what ‘you are about to do cannot be 
undone; think of the marks sin leaves 
on others as well as on you; of the marks 
in the hands and feet of the Saviour left 
by His suffering for our sins. Not only 
think before you sin, but watch and pray 
that you enter not into temptation. 


VANCOUVER, B. C., CaN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And the woman said unto the ser- 
pent .. .” (Gen. 3:2).—That is where 
Eve made a serious mistake. She had 
already heard his insinuating remark, 
“Yea, hath God said?” which was cal- 
culated to produce doubt in her mind. 
Unless it was to say, “Get thee behind 
me,” she should never have stopped to 
talk to him. Satan is “that old serpent” 
(Rev. 20:2). He is filled with “subtilty” 
(2 Cor. 11:3). An unaided human being 
is no match for him. Eve could have 
turned away, saying, “God, who placed 
us in this magnificent garden will be 
here in the cool of the day (v. 8), come 
back then and talk things over with 
Him!” If we stop to argue with Satan, 
he will challenge us; and the next thing 
will be a desire to accept that challenge. 

A doctor relates how that when he 
was a small child, he played with his 
sister who was two years younger. And 
together they played with a neighbor 
girl a bit older than they. This older 
girl was a paragon cf virtue in their 
estimation. It was a real treat to them 
to go to her house, which was much 
bigger than the one they called home. 
She was an only daughter and her par- 
ents denied her almost nothing. 

One rainy afternoon they accepted an 
invitation to the great house. All the 
playthings were in the splendid living 
room. The girl’s mother went away for 
an hour or two, and she had told them 
to have a good time together; but they 
were not to go into the drawing room, 
where among ‘other things there was 
some rare china which was prized above 
all other possessions. 

The children played store, house, and 
church. All went well until they were 
having a doll’s wedding, and in prepar- 
ing for the feast, the children decided 
it would be grand to use the pieces of 
rare china. At first the girl was firm. 
Her mother had told her not to go 
there, and she would not. Then the 
boy dared her to use the dishes. She 
refused, and even cried, and then the 
boy dared her some more. She became 
angry, stamped her foot, sprang up, ran 
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to the cabinet, opened it, and brought 
out the treasured china to the doll’s wed- 
ding. But somehow they failed to enjoy 
it. Finally, one of the three jumped up 
suddenly, and in so doing upset the table 
and one of the priceless plates was 
broken to bits. 

Now they were all filled with shame, 
regret, and terror. The boy and his sister 
went home and left the other to face her 
motheralone, The mother came home, saw 
the broken plate, but nct her daughter. 
She looked everywhere, and called and 
called but could not find her. The alarm 
was raised, and the neighbors started 
out to find her. Presently, a little sob- 
bing figure covered with straw came 
rushing into the house. 

She said she felt so terrible about 
the broken plate she had made up her 
mind to run away. She got as far as 
the straw stack behind the barn and 
crawled in and waited to die. But the 
loneliness and darkness of the night 
drove her back to her mother’s arms. 

The girl realized that her trouble came 
as a result of listening to and allowing 
herself to get excited over the boy’s 
dare to disobey her mother. A modern 
Eve. 

“Ye shall not surely die” (Gen, 3:4). 
—The first record of a lie! What mil- 
lions of them have been told since! 
Satan did not begin his conversation 
with Eve by telling this lie. He pre- 
pared the way by sowing a doubt about 
God’s Word. Isn’t this his method still? 
The Lord Jesus, when speaking about 
the Devil, plainly said, “When he speak- 
eth a lie, he speaketh of his own: for 
he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 
8:44). 

The heart has been likened to a safe 
filled with treasure, which we are ex- 
horted to keep “with all diligence” 
(Prov. 4:23). 

The Western incident which I like is 
that old one about the band of Apache 
Indians who captured the army pay- 
master’s safe, which held about $7,000 
in gold. It weighed 400 pounds. None 
of these Indians had ever examined a 
safe at close range before, but they all 
knew this one contained treasure, and 
they were very eager to have the money, 
They first pounded off the knob with 
stones, thinking the door would then fly 
open. When that failed, they tried their 
tomahawks on the chilled steel, hoping 
to cut a hole in it. Then some of them 
remembered they had seen iron soft- 
ened by fire; so their next move was 
to give that safe a roasting for many 
hours; but it proved to be fireproof. 
They threw big rocks upon it while it 
was still hot, and dented it. Then they 
dragged it up the side of the mountain 
and pushed it over a precipice. They 
expected that when it struck the rocks 
below it would burst open like a water- 
melon, but the only damage done was 
the breaking off of one of the wheels 
underneath. They placed it in the river 
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to soak for a week, thinking this might 
soften it up. They knew that white men 
sometimes blew things open with pow- 
der. So they set to work to blast the 
safe open, and not knowing how to do 
it, they hurt a half dozen Indians, but 
failed to open the safe. They finally 
tumbled it into a ravine and abandoned 
it. When the Government found and 
opened it, it yielded up its contents 
without the loss of a dollar. 

The Christian who persistently main- 
tains his loyalty to the Lord in simple 
obedience is like that. You may thrust 
a Daniel in the lions’ den; you may cast 
the three Hebrew worthies in the fiery 
furnace; you may put Paul and Silas in 
the stocks in prison; but they will not 
lose the gold of their spirituality. But 
Eve opened the safe of her heart to the 
serpent’s lie. 

“Between thy seed and her seed ,, .” 
(Gen. 3:15).—Here is the first predic- 
tion regarding a coming Deliverer. Other 
Scriptures gave more details, for exam- 
ple, He was to be of the seed of Abraham 
and of David. In due time He came, the 
virgin-born Son of God, and accom- 
plished by His death and resurrection 
the work whereby “the world through 
him might be saved.” He alone can for- 
give sins. See Acts 10:43. 

Wawona, CALIF, 


w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, of all the deadly poisons, 

sin is the most deadly, and the only 
antidote for it is the blood of Jesus 
Christ shed on Calvary. Mark that down 
as Fact No. 1 and Fact No. 2. 

At present the world’s greatest con- 
cern is whether or not there will be an- 
other world war. Everybody knows that 
war brings death to many, and lifetime 
wounds, sickness and sorrow, besides 
great destruction to property. Formerly 
the life peril was confined mainly to 
those who fought in the ranks; but now, 
since the atom bomb is a reality, the 
menace of sudden death is to men, women, 
and children in their homes. Not only 
are the A-bomb and H-bomb possible 
instruments of wholesale death, but the 
arsenals of the great nations are equip- 
ped with chemical poisons and gases. 
It is awful to contemplate the use of 
any of these engines of destruction to 
human life; but war lords, obsessed with 
desire to conquer the world are capable 
of almost unbelievable cruelty. Thus we 
look at the black, threatening clouds, 
and shudder. 

But, fellows, little as we might think 
it, all that terrifying menace is a trifle 
by contrast to the menace of sin in the 
life. Spell it with capitals ——-SIN.. The 
worst that war’s destruction can do is 
to snuff out the mortal life; but SIN 
can send the soul to hell for eternity. 
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That is why Satan uses SIN as his 
knockout weapon, 

Our lesson today in the third chapter 
of Genesis shows how cleverly the Devil 
handles sin. He knew very well that 
God had told Eve she must not eat of 
the fruit of a certain tree in the Gar- 
den, and that Eve had obeyed up to 
this time. So he does not say it would 
not be a sin to eat the forbidden fruit; 
but he suggests a doubt whether God 
really said it. “Yea, hath God said, Ye 
shall not eat of every tree of the gar- 
den?” 

Satan is using the same strategy to- 
day, endeavoring to make us doubt God's 
Word. Whenever, by any means, he can 
plant a doubt in our minds about any 
statement in the Word of God, especially 
the warnings against sin of any kind, 
and more especially the “sin which doth 
so easily beset us.” he has us well be- 
gun in that sin. That is a sure begin- 
ning of sin. 


But Satan goes further. If he can get 
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us to listen to him, he gets bolder. Eve 
evidently listened. That is dangerous. 
Some people boast that they are “open 
minded,” and will consider any proposi- 
tion. That is where Satan walks in and 
offers his logic — and he is very logical. 

When Eve explained that God had 
said, “Ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die,” he scorn- 
fully replied, “Ye shall not surely die; 
for God doth know .., Satan had 
the audacity to hint that God had not 
dealt fairly with Eve. Why, Eve, would 
God place a tree of delicious fruit right 
here under your eyes and nose and for- 
bid you to eat of it on penalty of death! 
Surely God is not so harsh and unjust 
as to give you the appetite for it and 
then deny you the enjoyment cf it! 

Fellows, that is Satan’s subtle reason- 
ing with you and me today — to go ahead 
and indulge ourselves in the things we 
naturally want to do. God made our 
natures, and we are not responsible for 
them, the Devil would tell us; therefore 
(although God’s Word clearly forbids) 
we are not guilty of sin—or at most, 
not very bad sin. 

Whenever you begin to debate in your 
mind whether it is wrong or not, be 
careful. Satan may be getting in his 
logic right there. Better decide quickly 
— if it is debatable, it is at least risky. 
Enjoy certainty that you are safe by 
leaving it off. 

I have a friend who, when he starts 
to put on an article of clothing and finds 
himself debating with himself whether 
or not it is clean enough to wear, he 
settles the matter by deciding that “if 
it's doubtful, it’s dirty,” and tosses it 
into the laundry bag. 

Eve must have had some doubt, though 
the fruit was very tempting. Just sup- 
pose she had said to Satan, “Just wait; 
let me run and ask God about it,” she 
doubtless would have been saved from 
yielding, and the history of the whole 
world would have been different. You 
do not have to “run” anywhere to “ask 
God about it.” You can ask Him right 
there and then, and get the answer, 
steadfast and sure, 

“If any man willeth to do his will, he 
shall know of the teaching” (John 7:17, 
R.V.),. “Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you” (Matt, 7:7). 
It is God’s own promise, and He will 
not leave you in doubt. Not only that, 
but He gives ycu the power to do, or 
not to do, acccrding to His will, 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 


% 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
THE SIN oF ADAM AND Eve 
HO remembers the eight words 
that help us “think through” the 
Book of Genesis? (Creation, Fall, Flood, 
Babel, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph.) 

The Book of Genesis starts with God, 
so the first two chapters are happy. 
God created everything, and everything 
He made was good. 

But chapter 3 introduces the serpent. 
Find out, from Revelation 12:9, who the 
serpent was. (The Devil.) The Devil 
wanted to get Adam and Eve to sin. 
He had fallen, so he wanted Adam and 
Eve to fall, too. Read Genesis 3:1 and 
see how Satan began his evil work. 
(By questioning God’s Word.) Read 
verses 2 and 3 and find out what serious 
mistake Eve made. (She added to what 
God had said. She said that God had 
forbidden them to touch the fruit.) 

In verse 4 the Devil flatly contradicted 
what God had said, and in verse 5 he 
dared to ascribe a selfish motive to God. 
He intimated that the reason God did 
not want Adam and Eve to eat the fruit 
was because He did not want them to 
be as wise as He! This would have 
been ridiculous if it had not been so 
wicked. In the first place, God is good 
and desires only that which is good for 
His creatures. In the second place, it 
would not be possible for any creature 
to become as wise as his Creator. But 
Satan still tells the same kind of lie, 
and the tragedy is that some Christians 
believe him. God asks all His children 
to yield themselves wholly to Him, that 
He may fill them with His joy and trans- 
form them into His likeness. Satan says: 
“Do not yield your life to God. He just 
wants to spoil all your fun and make 
your life dismal.” 

How do I know that some Christians 
believe this lie? Because they do not 
yield themselves to God. Are you girls 
listening to that lie of the Devil? If 
you are, your life will be spoiled as 
Eve’s was. Read verse 6. Eve not only 
spoiled her own life, she used her in- 
fluence to spoil Adam’s life also. By 
your example and influence every one 
of you girls is either helping someone 
else to obey God, or else encouraging 
him to follow the Devil. Which are 
you doing? 

Now read verses 7-10. God was their 
best friend. Why did Adam and Eve 
hide from Him? (Because they had 
sinned.) What excuse did Adam give 
for hiding? (They were naked.) But 
Adam and Eve had made themselves 


* clothing from fig leaves. However, when 


they heard the voice of the Lord, they 
knew that the fig leaves could not hide 
their sin. Many people today are try- 
ing to cover themselves with fig leaves 
When some Christian asks one of them, 
“Are you ready to meet God?” she an- 
swers: “I never did any harm. I dc 
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a good turn when I can. I don’t think 
God will be hard on me.” But when 
that girl meets God, she will find her 
fig leaves are wholly inadequate. 
Whom did Adam blame for his sin? 
(Eve.) Whom did Eve blame? (The 
Devil.) Verses 14-18 tell the punish- 
ment for each of the three. 
Now let us have the story 
wrote for the younger children. 
ADAM AND EVE 


God put Adam and Eve in a beautiful 
garden. 

He told them not to eat the fruit from 
one tree. 

But Satan told Eve to eat some fruit 
from that tree. 

At first Eve said No. 

Then she saw how good it looked. 

So Eve ate some of that fruit. 

Then she gave some to Adam. 

Adam and Eve knew that they had done 


Phyllis 


wrong. ‘ ; 

They heard the Lord walking in the 
garden. 

They hid. 

God said, “Where are you?” ' 

Adam said, “I hid because I was afraid.” 

God said, “Did you eat the fruit of that 
tree?” 

Adam said, “Eve gave me some.” 

The Lord said to Eve, “What have you 
done?” 

Eve said, “Satan told me to.” 

God said to Satan, “You will be pun- 
ished.” 

Then He told Adam and Eve to leave 
the beautiful garden. 

They had to be punished, too. 

After the disobedience of Adam and 
Eve, sin grew very fast. One of their 
own sons became a murderer. By and 
by the world got so wicked that out of 
mercy to unborn generations, God sent 
a flood to take them all away. Why did 
God spare Noah? Read Genesis 6:8, 9 
and Hebrews 11:7. Now let us hear 
Harriet’s story of the Flood. 


THE FLoopD 


The people on the earth got very bad. 
God was sorry that He had made them. 
But there was one good man, 

His name was Noah. " 

God told Noah to build a very big house- 


boat. 
At last the houseboat was made. 
It was three stories high. 
God told Noah to take in two animals of 


every kind. 
Then He. told Noah to go in with all his 
family. 


After that God shut the door. 

Then it started to rain. ’ 

It rained forty days and forty nights. 

The water came up over the land. 

The houseboat floated on top of the 
water. ‘ 

The flood lasted a long, long time, 

At last the earth got dry again. 

Then God let Noah and his family out. 

All the animals came out, too. 

The bad people were all gone. 

The earth was clean and beautiful again. 

Noah said, “Thank You” to God. 

Both the story of the Fall and the 
Flood show that “the wages of sin is 
death.” Adam and Eve died spiritually 
the very day they disobeyed God. They 
proved that by trying to hide from Him, 
And their bodies, which had before been 
perfect, started to die. 

All the ungodly were drowned in the 
Flood. Truly, “the wages of sin is 
death.” But, praise the Lord, that is 
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only half of the verse. What is the 
other half? (“The gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”) 
The ark in which Noah and his family 
were saved is a picture of Christ. Those 
who accept God’s gift of eternal life are 
in Christ and are perfectly safe from 
God’s judgment. Is there anyone in this 
class who will have to accept the wages 


of sin? Oh, choose instead to accept 
God’s gift of eternal life! 
Assignments: Dora, will you write 


about Abraham? Wilma, will you write 

about Joseph? Ask the Lord to help 

you write something which will be a 

blessing to our younger children, 
FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Promise God Gave (Gen. 8:22; 9:12-16). 


EVIEW the days of creation. If you 

plan to use these stories for a pro- 
gram in June, continue reviewing each 
story each Sunday, letting different 
pupils take part. 

In what Book of the Bible is the story 
about God’s making the world? Genesis. 
Right there in the beginning God made 
some laws. He told the grass to make 
seeds so as to make more grass just 
like it (Gen. 1:11). He told the pansies 
to make seeds which would always make 
more pansies. Does a pansy seed ever 


March 24, 195) 


robins to lay eggs which would always 
hatch baby robins. He told the cats 
always to have baby kittens, never baby 
puppies. He told the monkeys always 
to have baby monkeys, never baby boys, 
And they always keep God’s laws! 

God made some laws for people, too. 
But they did not keep all God’s laws. 
Oh, it was very sad! Eve disobeyed, and 
Adam did, too; sin got into the beauti- 
ful world God made, and began to spoil 
it. Cain, the first boy, disobeyed God, 
and killed his brother Abel. By and 
by as people got worse and worse, there 
was only one good family left, who tried 
to keep God’s laws and obey Him. There 
are five Books of the Bible which give 
God’s laws and tell the good things that 
happened to those who kept them, and 
the bad things that happened to those 
who did not keep them. Can you name 
the Books? 

One of the first pages of a book 
usually tells what is in the book. So 
let us make the first page of our books 
tell the parts of our Bible, beginning 
like this, (Using the blackboard, list 
the Books of Law under the title OLD 
TESTAMENT, and the subdivision LAW. 
By making two columns on a page, the 
Old Testament Books may all be put on 
one page, and the New Testament ones 
on the back. In the case of a scroll 
only one side should be used.) 

There are also Books of Poetry in the 
Bible. Did you know that? They do 
not look like our poems, though. Shall 
I read you some from a poem which 
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Lesson for April 8 


is another one — you find it — Psalm 74: 
16. 17. What season is this? Did God 
make the spring, too? Yes, that is the 
time of year, in our part of the coun- 
try, when it rains'a great deal. 

Away back in the beginning of the 
world, people got so wicked that only 
one family kept God’s laws. Whose 
family? Noah’s. That year it rained 
day after day for forty days. The rivers 
and seas did not stay within their bor- 
ders: they overflowed the land. By and 
by there was no land left at all! That 
year there was no planting of gardens, 
no crops harvested, just flood all year 
long—or nearly all year long. What 
happened to obedient Noah and his fam- 
ily? Safe in the ark. Isn't it wonderful 
how God takes care of those who keep 
His laws? What about all the wicked 
folks; were they safe? No, they were 
drowned and gone for good. How sad 
God felt about it all! He made a promise 
to Noah that He would never send a 
flood over all the world again, and spring 
and fall, summer and winter, day and 
night would last as long as the world 
lasted. The rainbow is a reminder of 
God’s promise. 

What do you think should be our story 
picture for the books today? A rain- 
bow? I should think so! See what a 
nice one you can draw Red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, violet, with the red 
on the inside. Under the rainbow let's 
put the poem about God's promise, 
“Thou hast set all the borders of the 
earth: thou hast made summer and win- 
ter” (Psa. 47:17, Memory Verse). The 
one who has the neatest rainbow may 
make one for the class book. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Three Things Worth Knowing.—For 
the wages of sin is death; but the gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord (Rom. 6:23, Golden 
Text). D. L. Moody told: “An old man 
got up in one of our meetings and said, 
‘I have been forty-two years learning 
three things.’ I pricked up my ears at 
that. I thought if I could find out in 
three minutes what a man had taken 
forty-two years to learn, I should like 
to do it. The first thing he said he had 
learned was that he could do nothing 
toward his own salvation. ‘Well,’ I said 
to myself, ‘that is worth learning.’ The 
second thing he found out was that God 
did not require him to do anything. 
Well, that was worth finding out, too. 
And the third thing was that the Lord 
Jesus Christ had done it all, that salva- 
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tion was finished, and that all he had 
to do was to take it. Dear friends, let 
us learn this lesson. Let us give up 
struggling and striving, and accept sal- 
vation at once.”"—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Do You Believe in the Devil?—Now 
the serpent was more subtil than any 
beast of the field which the Lord God 
had made. And he said unto the woman, 
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat 
of every tree of the garden? (Gen. 3:1.) 
A friend of mine once asked me if I 
believed in a personal Devil, to which 
I replied with some emphasis, “No!” 
His only answer was a lifting of eye- 
brows as though wondering at my heter- 
odoxy; whereupon I proceeded to clear 
myself: “I most certainly believe there 
is a personal Devil, but far be it from 
me to believe in him. He is a liar and 
the father of lies, and how he has lied 
about the Word of God! It has been 
the method of Satan from the beginning 
to tamper with, distort, and otherwise 
cast doubts upon the Word. ‘Yea, hath 
God said .. .?’ was the crafty, doubt- 
sowing utterance by which he deceived 
Eve.”—From Dr. E. J. Pace. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans 


Wanting What We Should Not Have. 
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die 
(Gen. 3:3). I once heard of a spoiled 
child who was in a dreadful fit of tem- 
per because his nurse would not let 
him have a valuable vase from the cabi- 
net. Hearing him crying loudly, his 
mother went into the room and asked, 
“What do you want, darling?” Said 
the boy, “I want that!” pointing to the 
vase. “Yes, darling, you shal] have it,” 
said the mother unwisely, but wishing 
to make him happy. But when she put 
it before him the child simply lifted up 
his voice and yelled afresh. “Why, what 
do you want?” asked the mother again. 
“T want —I want,” said the boy between 
his sobs, then the words came out with 
a rush, “I want to have something that 
I mustn't.” So the forbidden tree had 
a fatal attraction for Eve—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 





Already Inside.—Ye shall not eat of 
it... lest ye die... . I did eat (Gen 
3:3, 13). I once heard the late Rev. Seth 
Joshua tell how he met a man who said 
that he could not swallow what the 
preachers called “original sin.” “My 
good fellow,” said Mr, Joshua, “there’s 
no occasion for you to swallow it— its 
inside you already.”—Frcem the Christian 
Herald. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can, 


The Heartbroken Cry.—And the Lord 
God called unto Adam, and said unto 
him, Where art thou? (Gen. 3:9.) Do we 
think of the love there must have been 
in that call? And is there love in our 
veice as we proclaim the Gospel to sin- 


ners? From the Women’s Missionary 
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Magazine we learn that Dr. Zwemer tells 
of the president of a theological semi- 
nary who used to call in the new stu- 


dents at the beginning of the year and 


ask them to read the third chapter of 
Genesis, where God walks in the Gar- 
den in the cool of the day and calls, 
“Where art thou?” And the president 
would say; “You can never be a preacher. 
You read it as though God were a police- 
man, and unless you can read it as 
though God were a heartbroken father, 
looking for a lost child, you can never 
be a preacher.”—Selected. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Man’s First Job.—Who told thee that 
thou wast naked? (Gen, 3:11.) An Army 
Scripture reader entered a_ barrack- 
room and saw a lad vainly struggling 
with needle and thread, trying to sew 
on a shoulder-flash. “Here,” he said, 
“let me help.” As he sat and stitched, 
he remarked, “Did you know man’s first 
job was tailoring?” Seeing the young 
soldier’s interest, he went on, “They 
sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves aprons.” This opened up the 
way for speaking on the Fall and Ro- 
mans 5:19. The Holy Spirit gave liberty, 
and the Gospel was preached.—From 
Ready. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Why the Devil Hates Genesis.—The 
Lord God said unto the serpent, Because 
thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
(Gen. 3:14) At a Keswick convention, 
Dr. Graham Scroggie, of Edinburgh, spoke 
at one of the sessions on the text, “In the 
volume of the book it is written of me.” 
Among other things, he said that “mod- 
ern criticism tells us that Genesis is a 
myth and Revelation a mystery.” He 
then asked, “I wonder who it was that 
inspired that theory.” A voice in the 
tent shouted out, “The Devil!” “Quite 
right,” exclaimed Dr. Scroggie: “and I 
will tell you why the Devil is so anxious 
to get rid of Genesis and Revelation 
because in Genesis his sentence is de- 
clared and in Revelation it is executed.” 

From Moody Monthly. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. Prize illustra 
tion. 


ud 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


FTER showing the children last Sun- 

day’s last picture, with Adam and 
Eve in their shining glory in the Gar- 
den, the serpent being there with the 
other animals, the first picture today 
should be Adam and Eve hiding from 
God. Show just their heads sticking out 
from among the trees and shrubs. Why 
are they hiding from God? Because the 
most awful thing that ever happened 
has happened to them. They have dis- 
obeyed God. He showed them all the 
beautiful trees and fruit in the Garden 
and told them to eat all they wished of 
all but just one tree. God told them 
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Brute Materialisn 


taking over? 


Grave peril faces America today. We 
are surrounded by the relentless forces 
of a system that holds half of the world 
in cruel servitude — a system whose 
opposition to religion has become a 
religion in itself. 

lragically enough, the same ideas that 
motivate the inhuman march of Com- 
munism have taken root on our own 
soil: the idea that man is essentially 
an animal — that morality is a myth, 
and sin the illusion of a neurotic mind; 
the idea that man’s greatest need is 
for material things —that his terrible 
longing for security can be met by 
free medical care or old-age pensions! 
You'll find such theories cropping up 
in all sorts of unlikely places — perhaps 
even in your Sunday School literature. 
In such insidious fashion do those who 
have forsaken the faith of our fathers 
wreak havoc in the hearts of our 
children. 

In this day of apostasy, the ALL-BIBLE 
GRADED SERIES of Sunday School 
Lessons stands staunchly for the in- 
spiration of the Bible, and _ stresses 
personal acceptance of Christ as Lord 
and Saviour. To give your children 
faith in God and assurance of eternal 
life through faith in Christ, use ALL- 
BIBLE lessons. 


Lay a firm foundation with the 


ALL- SIBLE GRADED SERIES 
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they must not eat of the fruit of that 
tree, and that if they did, they would 
surely die. 

But there was the serpent, the most 
tricky and clever animal in the Garden. 
He was beautiful, too, I think. And so 
Satan, who hated God, had gotten the 
serpent to deceive Eve, to tell her that 
she would not die if she ate the fruit. 
He really made her think it was not 
fair of God to keep her from eating that 
fruit. So she went and looked at the 
tree, and it was so beautiful. The fruit 
looked so tempting. And the serpent 
told her it was very good food, and it 
would make her wise if she ate it. 

So Eve disobeyed God, and obeyed 
Satan, and took some of the fruit and 
ate it, and gave some to Adam, and he 
ate it. Suddenly, at once, they were 
sinners, and they knew they were naked, 
and were ashamed, so they began to try 
to make some clothes for themselves 
out of fig leaves. And when God walked 
in the Garden in the cool of the day, 
they ran and hid themselves. 

God knew what they had done, but 
He asked them why they were hiding. 
Then Eve laid all the blame on the ser- 
pent, and God cursed the serpent, and 
told him that he should crawl] in the 
dust always, and he should be hated. 
(Put your serpent down on the ground.) 

Then God gave the woman her pun- 
ishment: much suffering, and to be ruled 
over by her husband. To Adam God 
said: “Cursed is the ground for thy sake. 
a Thorns also and thistles shall it 
bring forth.” He went on to tell Adam 
he would earn his bread by working 
hard, and he would die and return to 
dust, out of which he had been made. 

You see, if Adam and Eve had not 
sinned, they would never have died. 
They would never have been sick or 
grown old. And you and I would not 
have had aches and pains, and nobody 
would have been sick and died, if sin 
had not come into the Garden. Do you 
see why I said it was the most awful 
thing that: ever happened? 

But God didn’t turn His back on them 


‘and leave them in their awful plight. 


He killed some animals, and made cloth- 
ing for them from the skins. (Put the 
skins on your Adam and Eve.) This 
was the very first picture God gave of 
a sacrifice for sin, the first picture of 
what Jesus Christ would do when He 
died on the cross for the sin of the 
world. The sacrifice of the animals gave 
Adam and Eve a covering for their sin, 
and Christ’s blood covers all our sin 
when we believe in Him. 

But God had to do something else 
about this sin. He couldn't leave these 
two sinners in the Garden to eat of 
the tree of life and live forever in their 
poor sinful, dying bodies. The most awful 
thing I can think about would be for 
any of us to live forever in these bodies 
we have, with sickness, aches and pains, 
and sin. So, in mercy and love, God 
drove that first man and woman out of 
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the Garden, and because He could no 
longer trust them, He put angelic beings 
at the gate of the Garden with flaming 
swords to keep them away from the tree 
of life. 

Adam and Eve had two sons, Cain 
and Abel. You know how Cain killed 
his brother, sin showing its awful re- 
sults. Cain went cut away from his fam- 
ily and started a city, and his family 
and the rest of the people on the earth 
became so wicked and godless that ir 
just a few hundred years God decided 
to destroy them all by a flood, saving 
only Noah and his family who were the 
only ones in all the earth who loved 
and obeyed God. 

When you have told about the sin, 
put Adam and Eve outside the Garden. 
If you can manage the flaming sword 
at the gate, it makes a great impression 
on the child. Use pictures of two an- 
gels. Show Cain and Abel: Cain going 
away after he murdered Abel. Put Seth 
in his place. Your next picture, as you 
tell the story, can be Noah and the ark 
Then make the rainbow in the clouds. 
God made a wonderful promise to Noah, 
“While the earth remaineth, seedtime 
and harvest, and cold and heat, and sum- 
mer and winter, and day and night shall 
not cease.” “Neither will I again smite 
any more every thing living, as I have 
done.” God set the rainbow in the cloud 
as a sign of His promise to Noah, and 
when God sees the rainbow, He remem- 
bers His promise, and when we see the 
rainbow, we remember His promise, too. 

God told Noah and his sons to go and 
scatter about and multiply and repeople 
the earth, but they stayed pretty close 
together, and after a while they started 
to build a city and a tower that would 
reach to Heaven. God saw what they 
were doing and He confused their lan- 
guage so they could not understand each 
other, and the Bible says, “The Lord 
scattered them abroad from thence upon 
the face of all the earth.” Once again 
men did not obey God, but God com- 
pelled them to do what He had told 
them. A picture of the tower of Babel 
would be good here, and you can put 
the date 2250 B.C. over it, with perhaps 
a question mark after it, as these dates 
are very uncertain. Your older children 
will get the idea of time passing. 

FELTON, CALIF. 

w 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 256) 


1. Adam’s occupation in the Garden 
was to dress and keep it (Gen, 2:15); but 
outside he had to till the ground, a much 
harder task (chap 3:23). 

2. The prchibition had moral pur- 
poses, to call forth voluntary obedience. 
This doubtless would have prepared 
them for the new knowledge, without 
evil consequences, 

3. To focus Eve's attention on the pro- 
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e New Opportunity to give 


Ci them a gospel witness by 
_——— trained personal workers 
also in the service. 
Y Wen THE LORD IS GREATLY 
BLESSING THIS PROGRAM 


Send 25c for a sample and outline. 





hibition, forgetful of the bounty of the Bethel Children’s Home 


Garden, and to suggest that it was an Pte pre aaron 
unreasonable demand. x .° a Sa 
; — ' A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 

4. By weakening God’s clear state- hills of Kentucky 
ment. Compare the last phrase of Gen- Thevoushly Chaitin. A telth week 
esis 2:17 with the last phrase of chapter ts tal Seenihiell neiiand , 
3:3. s x 

5. He reflected on His justice (v, 1), PRAY FOR US TRUL ELE RR LL) 
His truthfulness (v. 4), and His benevo- 
lence (v, 5). 


: mena pel by the Tempter; | Do Christians Worry 7 


Adam’s act was not the result of de- 

































ception, but was a fully responsible . ; ‘ 
choice (1 Tim. 2:14). It is said that “if you worry, you don’t 

8. The presence of God made him re- || trust; if you trust, you don’t worry.” 
alize the futility of all attempts to cover 
his shame. We can boast of our right- Freedom from money worries is achieved by trust- 
eousness before men, but not before God ing that the Lord will provide for His own, but such 
oe ae faith does not excuse us from the use of the good judg- 


9. The first Gospel, the promise of a fj ment with which God has endowed us. 
deliverer (Gen. 3:15). | ‘ ‘ | 
10. See Philippians 3:9. Money worries can often be eliminated by the pur- 
Wueaton, ILL. chase of an American Tract Society gift annuity. This 
provides an assured liberal income for life; at the same 
aa : time, it is an exercise of Christian stewardship, making 
Cruising Along the Inside Passage | funds available for the Lord’s work. 


to Alaska ATS A abr 
ATS Annuities are written in any amount from 





we 





(Continued from page 254) - 
$100 up. Write for interesting illustrated booklet which 


| 

. ‘ . . . 

describes our Gospel ministry and tells about the ATS 
Annuity Plan. 


excellent and well-prepared meals, and 
comfortable staterooms. There will be 
deck games for exercise, or comfortable 
deck chairs for lounging and relaxation, 


and. best of all, these features will be AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


enjoved while journeying with fellow | 














Christians of like faith and conviction, Henry G. Perry, Executive Secretary 
many of whom will become lifetime 21 West 46th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
friends. - ia cenniciahidiadiimentinianend ii * 











The 1951 party will leave Chicago on 


June 28, traveling in Pullman cars by Ro Be we SEF le > 
RAs 5 . f<rrF52 
way of Denver, Salt Lake City, Los An- XEAROS: SOS Te a 


Ps 


geles, Yosemite National Park, San “pee a 
Francisco, Portland, Seattle, and Van- Sk 


couver, B. C. There will be stops in 
each of these cities, sometimes for a day 
of sight-seeing, and at other times for 
one or two days in first class, comfortable 
hotels. 

The steamer cruise will begin on July 
9 at Vancouver, B. C., to which point the 
party will return on July 19, and will 
then move on by another steamer to 
Victoria, B. C., and then back to Seattle. 
Before starting on the journey back 
home, there will be an overnight visit 
to Mt. Rainier, where the party will stay 
at the beautiful and spectacularly sit- 
uated Paradise Inn, high on one of the 
shoulders of the mountain. The return- 
ing group will reach Chicago on Wed- 
nesday morning, July 25. 

The Associate Editor of THe SuNpDay 
ScHoo, Times, Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
who has accompanied a number of 
earlier Christian Fellowship Parties, will 
be with the 1951 group. Detailed infor- 
mation and a descriptive folder may be 
had by addressing Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
Associate Editor, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5. 
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Satan's Destiny 
(Continued from second page) 


Scriptures foretell in awful tones the 
certainty of his coming defeat and doom. 
Though the execution of judgment upon 
him has been long held in abeyance, yet, 
shall he not escape the due reward of 
his iniquities. The Serpent’s head has 
not yet been ‘bruised,’ but the time of 
his complete humiliation is not far dis- 
tant — ‘And the God of peace shall bruise 
Satan under your feet shortly’ (Rom. 16: 
akan At the close of the Millennium, 
Satan is released from the bottomless 
pit and is given a short season of lib- 
erty, during which he once more gives 
evidence of the inveteracy of his wicked- 
ness and of the unchangeability of his 
evil heart: Rev. 20:7-9.” “Christian The- 
ology,” by E. H. Bancroft. (J. F, May 


4 
MOODY Bible Institute Press, Hayward, Calif., $3.75.) 


820 N. LASALLE ST. © CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS Dr. William Evans sums up Satan’s 
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“CRIME IS ON THE MARCH IN AMERICA” 


This is the startling statement made by 


J. EDGAR HOOVER 


Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 





* 
Regular attend- 


ance at Sunday 
school — Family 
Bible reading — 
Family prayers — 
are urged by Mr. 


Mr. Hoover has 
written an article 
expressly for 
publication in 











THE Hoover to lead 
SUNDAY the way toa 
SCHOOL moral and spirit- 

TIMES ual rebirth of our 
entitled: great nation. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL — KEY TO TOMORROW 


“One-half of one per cent of delinquents attend Sunday school.” 
Other statistics are given by Mr. Hoover 











“The continuing flood of immorality and crime accompanies an all-too-evident 
substitution of a secular, materialistic philosophy for the historic reliance 
upon divine guidance which has been a cornerstone of our democracy.” 





This article and many other interesting ones can be secured by subscribing 
now. Special 18-week subscription for only $1.00 ($1.10 in Canada, in 
U.S.A. dollars). 


The Sunday School Times 


Dept. ST 325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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career as follows: “He is a conquered 
Enemy so far as the believer is con- 
cerned (John 12:31; 16:9, 10; 1 John 3:8; 
Col. 2:13). He is under a_ perpetual 
curse (Gen. 3:15, cf. Isa. 65:25). There 
is no removal of the curse from Satan. 
He is finally to be cast alive into the 
lake of fire, there to be tormented for- 
ever and ever (Matt. 25:41: Rev. 20: 
10).”. (From “Great Doctrines of the 
Bible,” by Wm. Evans, Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $2.50.) 

The following books on this subject 
are very helpful: 

“Satan,” by Lewis Sperry Chafer 
(Moody Press, 820 N. LaSalle St., Chi- 
cago 10; $2). 

“The Voice of the Devil,” by G. Camp- 
bell Morgan (Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 
Fifth Ave., New York 10; $1.25). 

“Hell, and Who’s Going There,” by 
Oscar Lowry (Moody Press, Chicago, 
35c). 

“Satan, His Personality, Power, and 
Overthrow,” by E. M. Bounds. (For- 
merly published by Revell Company, 
now out of print, but might be obtained 
from a secondhand bookstore.) 

“The Program of Satan,” by C. Theodore 
Schwarze (Good News Publishers, 411 
S. Wells St., Chicago 7; $2.50). 


Any of the above books may be or- 
dered through the Times Book Service, 
1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia 30. 


The You - People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 8 


God Works Thrceuwh Peter 
(Acts 4:1-13; 5:16-20) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HEN the Holy Spirit was given at 

Pentecost, this was not the first 
time that He had appeared in the world. 
We saw last week that, in Old Testament 
times, He had come upon certain indi- 
viduals and used them for a while, Hcw- 
ever, in the upper room at Pentecost He 
came upon all believers that were gath- 
ered there, as was evidenced by the 
phenomenon that appeared like cloven 
tongues of fire resting upon each be- 
liever. 


rn 


One of the first results of this filling 
with the Holy Spirit was the ability of 
each believer to witness in other tongues 
than the one in which he was accus- 
tomed to speak. This, at once, amazed 
all the crowd that had gathered to see 
what was taking place. Some of these 
suggested that the believers were in- 
toxicated, and it was then that Peter 
stood up and began to speak. 

ou“ 


In Peter's words and manner (Acts 
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2:14-40), we see another evidence of 
the new work of the Holy Spirit. You 
will remember that before the Lord’s 
crucifixion, Peter was at one time im- 
pulsive and headstrong, and at another 
time fearful of being known as a fol- 
lower of the Lord Jesus. With the other 
disciples he had forsaken His Lord and 
fled, after the soldiers of the chief priests 
had arrested Christ. Three times, a little 
later, Peter had strongly denied being 
one of the Lord’s followers, and even 
went so far as to say he had never known 
Him. 

But as you read these words of Peter 
delivered on the day of Pentecdst, you 
cannot but realize that it is a new Peter 
who is speaking. He openly accused 
those who heard him of being respon- 
sible for the death of the Lord Jesus 
(vs. 22, 23). Instead of denying Him, 
Peter boldly proclaimed that Jesus of 
Nazareth was their Messiah. So con- 
vincing was his argument that many who 
heard it were convicted and asked what 
they should do (v. 37). It was then that 
Peter told them plainly that they must 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
receive Him as their Messiah. And the 
record ccntinues by telling us that there 
were three thousand that believed and 
were baptized and were added to the 
group of believers that very day, 


The two portions chosen for our Scrip- 
ture lesson this week bring us two other 
instances that shcw what a change had 
taken place in Peter since he had be- 
come filled with the Holy Spirit. In 
chapter 4, instead of a Peter, fearful of 
the ecclesiastical authorities and ready 
to deny his Lord, we see a man ready 
to stand up before them boldly and chal- 
lenge their right to forbid him to preach 
Christ. Here again Peter’s eloquent and 
ecnvincing argument was such that the 
chief priests and rulers marveled that 
this untaught man could so speak. 

In chapter 5, we see Peter, in spite of 
imprisonment and warning from the 
chief priests, daring to obey at once the 
Lord’s command to return to the Tem- 
ple and preach Christ. Later, when again 
brought before the Sanhedrin and asked 
why he had discbeyed their instructions, 
we find Peter saying to them boldly, 
“We ought to obey God rather than men” 
(v, 29). Then he follows this up with 
another direct accusation of these cor- 
rupt leaders, in which he charged them 
with the killing of their Messiah. So 
forceful were Peter’s remarks that they 
were cut to the heart and counseled to- 
gether how they might also kill Peter 
and the other apostles. 


oe 
xe 


Later on in Acts, we find the Holy 
Spirit using Peter to carry the Gospel 
to the Gentiles in the household of Cor- 
nelius (Acts 10). in obedience to a vision 
and the definite command of the Holy 
Spirit, although all of this was directly 
contrary to his former understanding re- 
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Shee Cl REPORTER 


A monthly magazine for teachers of boys 
and girls. Contains new lessons, methods, 
songs, and suggestions. Keep your class 
active and enthusiastic by using these valu- 
able helps. Price 75 cents per year; 85 cents 
foreign. Write for sample. 


BIBLE CLUB MOVEMENT 1505 Race St., Phila. 2, Pa. 


ATTENTION 


MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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Bible-centered, easy-to-teach, correlated, uniform, functional, 
complete! 

Each Course is attractively illustrated and comprises work- 
books and handicraft projects for pupils 5 to 14. A separate 
Teacher's Manual is available for each Course. Each work- 
book contains fifteen lessons, including three review lessons. 


WRITE FOR V.B.S. CATALOG —“HOW TO” 
PAMPHLET, SAMPLE V.B.S. PACKET 


Write today for a free V.B.S. Catalog describing all three 
Courses. A free pamphlet, “How to Conduct a Successful 
V.B.S. School” is also available. Send for your sample 
packet (@ $2.50 each — includes four workbooks and 
full set of handicraft projects). Use the handy coupon be- 
low to order your V.B.S. Catalog, pamphlet, and sample 


V.B.S. packet. 
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The New SPECIALIZED OBJECT LESSON KIT (Series 1) 
is now available to Christian workers. Five original 
and unique object lessons including a full exposition 
and different objects for each lesson are all j in one 
compact kit. Satisfaction guaranteed. Only ONE 
DOLLAR postpaid. SPECIALIZED CHRISTIAN 
AIDS, Dept. C, P. O. Box 471, Azusa, California. 

leaf as well as 35 other 


Scofield 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New 
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“SONGS OF LOVE AND TRUST,” AND “LOV- 
ING SONGS”~-two books containing 197 all new 
beautiful hymns. Large engraved notes. For church 
and home devotion. Uplifting, comforting, glorifying 
God’s loving care. Special, $1.00. Postage 8 cents. 
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Modernism 


In Your Church? 


Are you troubled about it? 
What can be done about it? 
What are others doing about it? 
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garding the Gentiles. Still later, when 
some of the Jews at Jerusalem would 
have questioned his action, Peter pa- 
tiently, but none the less forcefully, ex- 
plained that he had acted in accordance 
with the directions of the Holy Spirit, 
and that God had abundantly justified 
his action by giving the Holy Spirit to 
Cornelius and his family after they had 
heard the Gospel and had accepted it. 


Since Pentecost and the early forma- 
tive days of the Christian church, some 
of the manifestations of the Holy Spirit 
are no longer needed, and have there- 
fore disappeared. Among these are the 
phenomenon of the cloven tongues of 
flame and the speaking in tongues by 
believers. But the Holy Spirit does 
fill and use believers just as truly today 
as He did in Peter’s time. He does not 
put a premium on ignorance and weak- 
ness, but He demonstrates today that 
He can use unlearned men such as Peter, 
and that He can transform fearful and 
weak and foolish individuals like Peter 
into useful, strong, and fearless wit- 
nesses for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Are you willing to let Him take you 
and transform you into the kind of 
witness He wants you to be? Will you 
tell Him you want Him to do this, and 
that you are ready to be made into the 
kind of tool that, in His hand, can do 
mighty things for God? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

04 


ve 


The China Inland Mission's 
New Plans 


HE China Inland Mission is prepar- 

ing to enter new fields, according to 
a cablegram sent from Australia by 
Bishop Frank Houghton, general direc- 
tor, on February 19. 

That the Mission is to lengthen its 
cords and strengthen its stakes is indi- 
cated in the cabled message. Prayer 
for China is to be kept in priority, but 
the Directors’ Conference recently con- 
vened near Melbourne is unanimously 
convinced that the Mission should ex- 
plore the unmet need of areas from 
Thailand to Japan. 

H. M. Griffin, director for North Amer- 
ica, is to spearhead the survey of Japan 
in the near future. After his return 
from Australia, he will confer with the 
Mission’s council on the Pacific Coast, 
in Canada, and in Philadelphia before 
leaving for the Orient, 

Already in Thailand are Orville 
Hazel Carlson, who had been forced out 
of China and Burma. J. R. Sinton, 
deputy China director, will fly from Aus- 
tralia to Hong Kong to confer with the 
personnel withdrawing from China, with 
a view to redirecting them to new fields. 

Look for a full report of the Directors’ 
Conference in China’s Millions for April. 


and 
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the word that I cove- 
nanted with you when ye came out of 
Egypt, so my spirit a among 
you: fear ye not” (Hag. 2:5). 


“According to 


ye 
Ve 


With the New Books 


Any of books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 


these 


Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 


order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cehts additional for handling costs. 





The Art of Fishing for Men. By Percy 
B. Crawford, D.D. (Pinebrook Book 
Club, Kings College, Del., $1.50.) This 
reprint of an earlier volume is made 
up of lectures given on personal evange- 
lism by the author at Kings College, of 
which he is president, situated near New- 
castle, Del. The 150 pages are full of 
very practical advice, illustration, and 
anecdote, as well as an abundance of 
Bible verses carefully selected to meet 
special needs. The broad principles to 
be observed in evangelism are first given, 
and then eight different classes of peo- 
ple are described and definite suggestions 
are given as to how their objections to 
the Gospel can be met. After years of 
experience in various types of evange- 
lism, Dr, Crawford speaks with author- 
ity. Here is an excellent textbook for 
any class in personal evangelism. 


J. H. Jowett. By the Publisher’s Edito- 
rial Staff. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York 10: $2.25.) The late King George 
V of England‘called J. H. Jowett “the 
greatest preacher in the English-speaking 
wor'd * Twenty-seven messages from 
the pen of Dr. Jowett are republished 
in this fifth volume of the “Great Pulpit 
Masters Series.” The reader will quickly 
discover how true it is that “Jowett was 
a master craftsman as a preacher. 
There is about his written sermons a 
craftsmanship that reveals an unusual 
blend of thought and word and idea.” 
The sermons are textual and _ topical, 
rich in vocabulary, and warmhearted. 
They are evangelical and intensely de- 
votional. The present collection includes 
a good variety of subjects treated in a 
that charms and comforts. All 
of the mystical and 
the meditations both 
satisfying. Though 
most of them are comparatively brief, 
they are all incomparable in quality. 
There is a real treat in store for anyone 
reading Dr. Jowett for the first time. 
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Lectures on Preaching. By 


Brooks Zandarvi ran Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $2.50.) In these days of 
reprints, it seems fitting that some of the 


works on preaching should be reproduced, 
These lectures, delivered at Yale Univer- 
sity many years ago, are here presented 
unabridged. The eight full-length dis- 
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sertations cover “The Elements of 
Preaching.” “The Preacher and His 
Work.” “The Sermon,” “The Congrega- 
tion,” a chapter on contemporaneous 
ministry. and a closing address on “The 
Value of the Human Soul.” The lectures 
are scholarly and well presented, but 
(as is so often true in a series of lectures 
delivered on some_ special occasion) 
there is an absence of detailed and per- 
sonal advice and instruction. It is more 
a setting forth of facts in a convincing 
manner, without a practical application 
or cutworking. Those who are looking 
for something to read rather than some- 
thing to follow will enjoy these lectures, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 

Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
April 2 to 8 

Mon.—Genesis 3:1-8. 
Temptation and Fall. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hast thou caten 
of the tree, whereof I commanded thee 
that thou shouldest not eat?” (v. 11.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES * (19) 267 


When God created all intelligent beings 
with a volitional nature He knew what DIETZ 
they would do. He foresaw the end from INDIVIDUAL 
the beginning. Tests of loyalty to Him- 
self had to be made sometime, and God COMMUNION SERVICE 
in His perfect wisdom selected the occa- jess Communion 
sion for man as well as for the angels. Service is again 
, available. Inter- 
The love of righteousness and hatred of locking trays stack 
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found in the universality of sin. Since 1° Click, stick, tilt 
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No. 7 Cushioned Tray with 36 glasses, only 13.00 
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DE SHAZER 


By C. Hoyt Watson 


A gripping account of the Doo- 
little Tokyo raider who, after 41 
months of torture and solitary 
confinement in a Japanese pris- 
on, returned to his captors with 
the Gospel of the love of Christ. 
As a result of a praying mother 
at home, DE SHAZER was 





granted a stay of execution by 
Emperor Hirohito and _ thus ee 

_ * 198 pages of thrilling 
avoided the fate of his comrades encounters 
shown at right. * 20 pages of dramatic photos 


$2.00 at your bookstore or 


LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 


Winona Lake - - . - Indiana 
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effective 
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Taylor University is a fully 
accredited Liberal Arts Col- 
lege. Courses lead to B.A. and 
B.S. in Education Degrees. 
Prepares Teachers, Mission- 
aries, Ministers, Social Work- 
ers. Offers courses in Pre- 
Medical, Pre-Dental, Pre- 
Law, Business Administration, 
Coaching, Religious Education. 


Summer School Starts June 7—Write Box TY 


TAYLOR UNIVERSITY iworawa 
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L SOMETHING NEW and SENSATIONAL in 


EVERYDAY CARDS 
Satin Velour and 2410 


Show rich new cards never before 


offered. Get easy orders FAST! 
PPROVAL. 





AT. 
(as. 









Amazing values low as 25 for $1. 
Up to 100% profit. Free Samples 
of Scented Stationery, Imprinted 
Charmettes, Personalized Napkins. 
50 other Assortments retail from 
60c to $1.25. Two $1 boxes ON APP! 
No experience needed. Start now — WRITE TODAY! 


PURO CO., 2801 Locust St., Dept. 1104-¢, St. Louis 3, Mo. 











NETHERHALL 
LARGS SCOTLAND 


VISITORS TO BRITAIN IN 
FESTIVAL YEAR 
will enjoy 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP at 
Scotland’s Largest Christian Holi- 
day Centre on the Firth of Clyde. 
Favourite Conference Centre with excel- 
lent Hall and ample seating accommo- 
dation. Comfort and excellent cuisine. 
Delightful gardens with putting, croquet, 
and hard tennis courts. 
Good Centre for Clyde Steamer sailings 
and Motor Tours. Conducted outings 
available during summer months. 
Brochure and full particulars from 
The Manager, Netherhall, Largs 
Ayrshire, Scotland. 























THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Apr. 2) Mar. 24, 195] 


the proof of the Fall comes home to us 
all. Pray for Japan Gospel Fellowship, 
3121 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 33. 


Tues.—Genesis 3:14-19. The Curse. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou art cursed.” 
Satan is under an everlasting curse. Sin- 
ners are under the curse of God’s Law 
which they have broken. Satan cannot 
be redeemed. His is an unpardonable 
sin. But every sinner who knows the 
plague of his own heart and calls upon 
the name of the Lord may have Christ’s 
blessing of the Gospel as well as the re- 


moval of the curse of the Law. But 
without acceptance of the redemption 
provided for us in Christ Jesus the 


curse continues to operate, and will do 
so forever if there is no repentance. The 
issues of eternity are settled in this life. 
Pray for Faith Mission, Crystal Beach, 
Pinellas Co., Fla. 


Wed.—Genesis 4:1-8. 
Sin Results in Murder. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother, and slew him.” 
Sin in us seeks to bring forth fruit. The 
terrible seeds of murder are in all hearts 
by nature. We are all naturally “hate- 
ful... hating one another” (Titus 3:3), 
and “whosoever hateth his brother is a 
murderer.” The Psalmist, as he saw the 
depth of his natural heart, exclaimed, 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 














Nigeria, 
Ethiopia, and Aden. 


lifted up your eyes to look on 
to harvest? 








NEW 99 MISSIONARIES 


SENT TO AFRICA IN 1950! 


At the beginning of 1950, the S.I.M. asked the Lord to 
fill in the great gaps of the work on our five fields of 
French West Africa, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, 


The Lord sent ua 99 new workers! * 


These have gone to join the ranks of the other 730 mis- 
sionaries serving with the Sudan Interior Mission. 

Africa today is open to the Gospel as it has never been 
before, and as it may not be in the future. 


Will you help support these, and the other 
16 who are waiting to go early 
“WHOM SHALL | SEND, AND WHO WILL GO FOR US?” 
“THEN SAID |, HERE AM I, LORD, SEND ME!” 

If you are interested in missionary work in Africa, write 


THE SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 
212 St. George Street, Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada 


* The pictures of the entire 99 new missionaries will appear in the April issue of the Sudan Witness 


Supplement. Besure you receive your copy. 





Have you 
these fields, white already 


in 1951) 


164 W. 74th Street, New York 23, N. Y. 











“Thou hast delivered my soul from the 
lowest hell” (Psa. 86:13). The murder 
of the Prince of Glory must be charged 
against all who continue to reject Him 
as Saviour. All are naturally at enmity 
against God by wicked works, and so all 
are charged with the death of the Say- 
iour; unless they turn and repent. They 
shall answer for His crucifixion in the 
day of judgment. Pray for our execu- 
tives in government. 


Thurs.—Genesis 4:9-15. 
The Curse on Cain. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Now art thou 
cursed.” The hand of God is against 
all evildoers, murderers, liars, thieves, 
and adulterers; they are marked out for 
divine chastisements. Haunting fears, 
tormenting conscience, the conviction 
that sin will find them out dog the foot- 
steps of the ungodly. The mark of Cain 
is upon many a soul. Woe unto them 
who have gone the way of Cain. Pray 
for Christians in government. 


Fri.—Genesis 6:5-8. 
The Wickedness of Men Grows. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “And God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth.” Because judgment against 
evid deeds is not executed speedily, the 
hearts of the sons of men are fully set 
in them to do evil. The sinners before 
the Flood were bold and callous. Mul- 
titudes at the close of this age will be 
like them. At the Flood transgressors 
reached their greatest iniquity. So at 
the end of this age sinners will be very 
wicked. Pray for all Christian doctors 
and nurses. 


Sat.—Genesis 7:1-5. World of Men 
Destroyed but a Family Saved. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come thou and 
all thy house into the ark; for thee have 
I seen righteous before me in this gen- 
eration.” Most ancient nations have tra- 
ditions of the Flood. They refer to one 
man’s family being saved. The Lord 
Himself said, “The flood came, and took 
them all away.” Noah and his family 
alone were saved (Heb. 11:7). Peter 
also refers to the universal Flood (1 Pet. 
3:20), and says that bold gainsaying sin- 
ners in the last times willingly will be 
ignorant of this historical destruction of 
the ungodly. Pray for the presidents of 
Christian educational institutions, 


Sun.—Genesis 9:8-17. 
God’s Covenant With Noah. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I establish my 
covenant with you.” God always deals 
with man on the basis of a covenant. 
We are familiar with His covenants 
with Adam, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
and Daniel. The covenant with Noah 
also has been kept. History declares 
the truth of the divine pledge not to 
destroy man again by water. Our 
covenant-keeping God, glorious in 
holiness and fearful in praises, just 
and true, will judge the world. Pray 
for Christian missionaries in China. 
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